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AVE you ever thought of advertising as one of 

the great labor saving methods of to-day? It 

.. Not only enables the consumer to buy more intelli- 

gently, but with less effort. Are you conserving time 

and energy by reading carefully the advertising 
columns of The Sunday School Times ? 














Home 
By Emmet Russell 


Y FATHER’S house — my human father’s home, 
Formed by the pattern of the home above, 
To give expression to the yearning of his love, 
Persuade his restless children not to roam. 


My mother’s home —the tenderest of ties, 

To her who taught me how to talk with God, 

And trust my heart alone to Jesus’ blood, 

Because her own heart knew the depths of sacrifice. 


My brothers’ and my sisters’ home — how dear 
The fireside evenings’ cozy memories, 

The playful light and shade neath summer trees, 
The perfect trust— ah, just the being near! 


My Saviour’s home — His was the loving thought, 
And His the patient grace that in us wrought. 


An Educational Peri! 


What place should secular school work have in 
the activity of Christian missionaries in a foreign 
field? , That such: educational work has its proper 
place in the foreign missionary program to-day there 
is no question. But is there danger that educational 
work may do harm instead of good? There is sad 
evidente from the foreign mission fields that this is 
so. Many fine schools conducted by evangelical Chris- 
tian missionaries‘ have so lost sight of the only rea- 
son for missionary effort, the salvation of the lost, 
that they have become forces for evi! instead of good. 
Thousands of‘ boys and girls, or young men and 
women, enter these mission: schools, take their full 
course, and graduate from them not only unsaved but 
harder: to reach for Christ than if they had not been 
thus educated away from him. Not infrequently un- 
saved teachers are included in the faculties of mis- 
sion’ schools. . Is it not inevitable, therefore, that 
something like the following should occur, as stated 
in a letter to The Sunday ‘School Times from a con- 
secrated missionary in China whose clear vision and 
elistic labors are greatly blessed: “A strong 

ristian and anti-foreign sentiment has. devel- 


evan, 
anti-Chris y 
oped recently. . Some fear a general outbreak against 


foreigners may occur. I hardly think this likely, but 
can see no settled peace in prospect for China. Strange 
as it may seem, the most bitter feeling against Chris- 
tianity is among the students of the great institutions 
of learning conducted by the large missions. Chinese 
educators seem to be almost a unit in desiring that 
the educational activities of the missionary societies 
be curbed.” Dr. Griffith Thomas saw this danger 
when he was in the Far East, and wrote sanely and 
courageously about it. Many true Christians at home 
and abroad are deeply concerned. May all who have 
an opportunity do everything in their power to change 
conditions, and make missionary educational work a 
continuous saving of the lost and upbuilding of the 


saved, 
a 
When We Cannot Sleep 


Sleep is a blessing from God—and so is sleep- 
lessness. Inability to sleep may be one of the “divers 
testings,” the falling into which we are to count “all 
joy.” Certainly it is one of the “all things” that God 
has pledged himself to “work together for good to 
them that love God.” A Christian man whose mes- 
sages in verse have blessed readers of The Sunday 
School Times writes :'“I am enclosing two little poems 
that recently came to me out of the stillness of the 
night watches, when I could not sleep on account of a 
life-long illness that has brought me visions of God’s 
goodness that I might have overlooked —that might 
never have blessed me so, had he not thus chosen me 
‘in the furnace of affliction.’” It is better to lie awake 
in the remembrance of God,’ and in fellowship with 
him, than to sleep in indifference and unbelief. Let us 
trust our heavenly Father with “all things,” —and he 
will give us sleep just when he knows it is best. 


=< 
God’s Scientific Symmetry 


Scientists have as yet only scratched the surface 
of the exact and beautiful scientific laws ordained 
by the God who wrote the Bible. We say, and rightly, 
that he is a “God of law and order,” but few of 
us appreciate the marvelous symmetry of his creation. 
A writer on the uniqueness of Christ has called at- 
tention to the argument of Professor Diman of 
Harvard for Theism, who says: “Perhaps the 
most impressive results of the scientific apprehen- 
sion of the order of the world has been the ascer- 


tainment of the fact that the laws of the physical 
universe are laws of mathematical relations. Thus the 
law of gravitation, which rules the grain of dust 
in the sunbeam and the farthest orb that revolves be- 
yond the reach of human vision, is a definite numeri- 
cal law. The curves which the heavenly bodies 
describe around the sun and around one another be- 
long to the class of curves known as conic sections. 
The laws of chemical combination always admit of 
precise numerical expression. Each color in the rain- 
bow that spans the arch of heaven, and makes the 
heart leap up, is due to a certain number of vibrations 
within a given time, and so are the long drawn 
notes of the organ that uplift the soul in praise, or 
the accents of the human voice melting with tender- 
ness from a mother’s lips, or thrilling the ear with 
the accents of anguish and despair. A crystal is 
frozen geometry.... In the structure of matter we 
are everywhere confronted with the same system of 
definite proportions.” In view of this, we are re- 
minded, “When our Lord said, ‘But the very hairs of 
your head are all numbered,’ can we doubt that he 
had a perfectly clear perception of the fact, established 
by modern science, that the laws of the physical uni- 
verse are laws of mathematical proportions?” How 
we should rejoice as we trust ourselves for time and 
eternity to a Creator and Saviour like this! 


a” 
The Faithfulness of God 


God’s faithfulness is our security. Is he quite 
faithful? Could his faithfulness be improved upon? 
Is it intermittent, or unvarying? Is it all-sufficient? 
Then what more do we need?) A missionary friend 
of The Sunday School Times writes: “I was much 
helped some months ago by reading in the Life of J. 
Hudson Taylor, and then verifying for myself in the 
Greek New Testament, his translation of Echete pistin 
theou (Mark 11: 22), which in the Authorized Version 
is translated, ‘Have faith in God,’ but which the Greek 
allows to be translated, ‘Hold fast the faithfulness of 
God,’ — that is, ‘Count on God’s faithfulness.’ Surely 
we can count on it; and if we do, shall we not have 
the ‘faith of God’?” The faith of every Christian is 
the gift of God. It comes through hearing the Word 
of God, which tells us of God’s faithfulness. And 
God's faithfulness is the secret and provision of com- 
plete, unbroken victory, and of “every spiritual bless- 
ing in the heavenlies.” Let us rest in his faithfulness. 


Mysteries of the Mind 


to think, The world without us is to a large 

extent a kind of incarnation of the world within 
—our thought world. Afl that is good and evil in 
the world without-is.the result of thoughts-that have 
found expression in words, ideas, deeds, and various 
concrete forms. As truly as we write our thoughts 
in letters so do we manifest them in our countenance, 
gestures, posture, and walk. Even changes of com- 
plexion may reveal something of our thinking, as in 
pleasure, shame, fear, shyness, joy, and sorrow. What 
telegraphic communications of thought take place by 
means of the eye in the flash, wink, twinkle, or stare! 
Not alone, however, by word of mouth, manipulation 
of body, pen, pencil, and brush do we declare or un- 
consciously disclose our thoughts, but through all the 
multifarious activities of life. Human thought ex- 
presses itself to a multitude of minds in many differ- 
ent ways through the buildings on our streets, inside 
and out; the windows of stores in the quality, ar- 
rangement, and prices of things exposed for sale; 
and the manifold methods of advertising. So- we 
might go through the whole realm of things, show- 
ing that wherever the foot of man has trod there has 
he left the impress of his thinking. 

Our thoughts by no means always manifest them- 
selves in the same way. “In the multitude of my 
thoughts within me,” says the Psalmist, “thy com- 
forts delight my soul.” And in this exclamation he 
uses a word which means divided or branched thoughts. 
He has reference to a distracted mind, causing doubt, 
perplexity and anxiety. We know how the twigs belong- 


O« of the great mysteries of life is our power 


ing to the branches of a tree may become entangled. 
Friction is created in a breeze: at certain seasons the 
ground is strewn with the débris. Should the weather 
be dry a whole forest may take fire, and bird and 
beast suffer destruction as well as the trees. Many 
human lives may also be endangered. “Behold how 
great a matter a little fire kindleth.” Yet more tragic 
may be the result of the conflicting thoughts of man- 
kind as they find expression in the life of the world. 
There is always war within before there is war with- 
out. What victories the Devil gains through influenc- 
ing human thought! How much it matters what we 
read, the company we keep, the places we frequent, 
the thoughts we think! : ; 
Sometimes our thoughts flow like a beautiful river 
through green pastures. All is calm and peaceful. We 
sleep and awake refreshed. Then do we experience 
the joy of living. At other times our thoughts take 
on a very different aspect, and need describing by a 
different metaphor altogether. They can become ter- 
rible as an army with banners, yea, as many armies 
locked in deadly conflict. There can be a world war 
within the brain. he 
Distraction of mind takes place when copscience 
starts using the “loud speaker.” Thought rises up 
against thought with such fury that we cannot properly 
pay attention to anything else. 
At other times thoughts do not arrange themselves 
in battle array, but torment us as the useless and un- 
controlled whirring of wheels. e find ourselves 
thinking fast and furiously, yet to no purpose. We 
fumble, as it were, in the dark for the switch to turn 
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off the power, but cannot find it. The more we sigh 
for sleep the more, wakeful we become. 

Read the Ninety-Fourth Psalm and note some of 
the distracting thoughts that tormented the Psalmist :. 
the apparent success of the wicked; the arrogant and 
insulting talk of evil doers; their cruel deeds; their 
blasphemous unbelief; and the lack of courageous 
champions for the faith. ‘ ; 

We all have our own particular and peculiar dis- 
tracting thoughts at times, belonging to our tempcra- 
ment, training, and the circumstances of the moment. 
Health, environment, and experience also have _ their 
part to play in the condition of our mind. Happy 
are we if we have found the Psalmist’s means of re- 
lief: “In the multitude of my thoughts within me 
thy comforts delight my soul.” ; 

When we cannot overcome our whirring or our war- 
ring thoughts, God can. “For as the heavens are 
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 


your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts,” . 


saith the Lord. There is not®a conflicting thought of 
ours that God’s higher thought cannot subdue. There 
are no words to comfort like God’s words; and his 
comforts always delight the soul. 

Think of a sinner newly awakened to an awful sense 
lof guilt, realizing the inevitableness of retribution, 
suddenly grasping the fact, by faith, that the blood 
‘of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanseth from ail sin]! 
‘See the dawning of that other New Testament fact, 
“There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
‘which are in Christ Jesus.” What wondrous changes 
of thought take place in the mind of one passing 
through this experience. How often the face is trans- 
figured as the inner glory of the renewed mind shines 
forth. It is evident to all that God’s comforts do de- 
light the soul. 

What a revelation, full of delightful comfort to 
burdened souls, have been the words of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, “Come unto me, .all ye that labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” Thousands 
could testify to the load that was lifted from heart 
and mind when the soul responded to this call of the 
Saviour. 

God’s provisions for the distracted mind are mar- 
velous indeed. Not only has he given us the Scrip- 
tures, in which we can find a higher thought more 
than. a match for every lower and disturbing thought 
of our own, but he has sent his Holy Spirit to in- 
dwell the believer’s life, that we may “have the mind 
of Christ,” and “know the things that are freely given 
to us of God.” Yet so often we seek the comfort that 
delights the soul in other ways, only to find them 
fail. David's harp did not succeed for long in sooth- 
ing the troubled mind of Saul. The jealous thoughts 
of the king soon maddened him into the murderous 
effort to destroy the life of the Lord’s anointed. 
Through disobedience, the Spirit of the Lord had de- 
parted from him, leaving him a prey to an evil spirit, 
which the Lord permitted to trouble him. When this 
occurs we ask our physicians in vain, as did Macbeth: 


Canst thou not minister to a mind diseased, 
Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow, 
Raze out the written troubles of the brain, 

And with some sweet oblivious antidote 

Cleanse the stuff’d bosom of that perilous stuff 
Which weighs upon the heart? 


“Therein the patient must minister to himself” by 
taking his case in repentance and faith to God, at 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Our thinking is never safe apart from the abiding 
presence of the Spirit of Ged. Only thus can we 
“think God’s thoughts after him.” 

Not a few scientific thinkers, who have followed 
the trend of modern thought to its logical conclu- 
sion apart from religion, have prophesied pessimistic- 
ally of the future. One writer says: “Science has not 
given men more self control, more kindliness, or more 
power of discounting their passions in deciding upon 
a course of action. It has given communities more 
power to indulge their collective passions, but, by 
making society more organic, it has diminished the 
part played by private passions. Men’s collective pas- 
sions are mainly evil; far the strongest of them are 
hatred and rivalry directed towards other groups. 
Therefore at present all that gives men power to in- 
dulge their collective passions is bad. That is why 
science threatens to cause the destruction of our civ- 
ilization,” 

Let this thought of man sink deeply into our mind 
for a moment or two. Then turn to the fifth chapter 
of the Revelation and read the thirteenth verse: “And 
every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, 
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and 
all that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and 
honour, and glory, and power, be unto him that sit- 
teth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb for ever and 
ever. 

Our finite minds go all astray when we exclude 
the infinite thoughts of God. There needs to be a 
“bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience 
of Christ.” No matter what a person’s profession or 
calling in life, the mind needs the quickening, reveal- 
ing, and strengthening influences of the Holy Spirit. 

How careful we need to be, as Christians, that we 
do not handle the Word of God deceitfully, and so 
grieve the Holy Spirit, whereby we are sealed unto 
the day of redemption.. Unbelieving scholarship must 
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not be allowed to rob us of even one of God’s thoughts; 
for that very one may be our only comfort when our 
own thoughts disturb and distress us. The Devil is 
€ver .eager to rob the Spirit of His sword, or, failing 
this, to dull its deuble edge. The mysteries of the 
mind are beyond even those who profess to know most 
about it. But “the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, 
the deep things of God”! He alone can penetrate the 
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hidden depths of our minds and bring to bear upon our 
thinking the wisdom which God ordained before the 
ys ero | glory. ; 

We’ need to pass from the infantile process of 
being fed with milk to feeding with the str meat 
of God’s Word, if we would give vigorous Christian 
thought varied and permanent expression in the life 
of the world. 





How Could Christ Die? 


In your issue of April 18, under the caption, “Does 
Salvation Depend on Christ’s Bodily Resurrection?” 
you say: “The real Christ did actually die. He suf- 
fered not only bodily death but spiritual death, as his 
spirit was cut off from fellowship with God.” 

I have always believed that Christ was God, the Sec- 
ond Person in the Trinity; i. e., “I and the Father are 
one’; or again, “God was in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself’ (2 Cor. 5 : 19). 

Now the question arises here, If Christ is God, did 
God die on the cross? 

How could God actually die? 

In Luke 23 : 46 we read: “And when Jesus had cried 
with a loud voice, he said, Father, into thy hands I 
commit my spirit; and having said this, he gave up 
the ghost.” 

You say, “Christ existed after his death, just as all 
human beings exist after their death. Death is separa- 
tion of spirit and body.” ; 

I can understand this: but kindly explain how Christ, 
God the Son, could possibly die spiritually, he being 
God.—A Canadian Reader. 


There is only one answer to the question, How 
could Christ, being God, die? That answer is, We 
cannot know. But we can know, and we do know, 
because God declares it in his Word, that Christ, be- 
ing God, did die. Just how this mysterious experience 
was wrought out we do not know. That it was 
wrought out, we do know. It was only one of the 
many similar mysteries declared in the Word of God 
which we cannot understand, but which we can ac- 
cept, and must accept, if we believe God’s Word. 

“But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower 
than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned 
with glory and honor;. that he by the grace of God 
should taste death for every man, ... For as much 
then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, 
he also himself likewise took part of the same; that 
through death he might destroy him that had the 
power of death, that is, the devil” (Heb. 2:9, 14). 

There is no question as to this Jesus being the Son 
of God and God the Son, the Second Person in the 
Trinity, for the chapter in Hebrews just preceding 
this declares of God the Father that “unto the Son 
he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever.” 

And this God-Man, Christ Jesus, died. To limit his 
death to a merely physical one, the death of the body 
in which he lived on earth and which was raised from 
the dead and in which he sitteth on the throne at the 
right hand of God to-day, —to make of Christ’s death 
a bodily death only, would be to limit our salvation to 
our bodies only. He is more of a Saviour than that, 
“able also to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by him,” and by his death and resurrection 
he redeemed spirit, soul, and body of all who believe 
on him, The teaching of the Bible is that the death 
of Christ was as complete, for him, as the death into 
which we would all go forever were it not for his 
death. And man’s death through sin is more than 
bodily death; it is death of spirit, soul, and body. 
That is the death which Christ tasted for every man, 
that the believer’s “whole spirit and soul and body be 

reserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
| Christ” (1 Thess. 5:23). ’ ; 

This question was answered Scripturally in a brief 
article in The Sunday School Times of February 21, 
1925, entitled “Did Christ Die?” The writer, O. H. 
White, said in part: 


This question does not refer to the physical death 
of Jesus. No one has any doubt about that. But did 
Christ, the Son, the third person of the Trinity, die? 
Did his spirit, as well as his body, expesience death? 

Before answering, we must get clearly before us 
just what spiritual death is. Of the woman given to 
sinful pleasure, it is written that she is dead while she 
liveth. Adam died the day he ate the forbidden fruit, 
not physically but spiritually. By nature, we were all 
spiritually dead in trespasses and sins. Spiritual death 
is not annihiliation, but a conscious existence apart 


We have, then, our answer in the Lord’s cry, “My 
God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?” During 
those three dark hours the spirit of Christ was. dead, 
tasting death for every man, taking our place and suf- 
fering the torments of hell that belonged to us. Because 
he was God—of such infinite worth as compared to 
us— it was possible for him in that brief time to suffer 
to the full the penalty for all our sins. ... 

Peter clearly teaches this when he says, “Being put 
to death in the flesh, but made alive [R. V.] in the 
spirit.”” When justice had been satisfied, Christ’s spir- 
itual life returned, and he said, “It is finished.” He 
then committed his quickened spirit to the Father, and 
laid down his physical life. 





Were the Athenians “Very Religious”? 


Is it correct to say, according to the American 
Standard Version, that Paul told the Athenians that 
they were “very religious”? (Acts 17 : 22.) 

In a recent advertisement in The Sunday School 
Times the publishers of the American Version say that 
this is an improvement over the rendering of the 
Authorized Version, “too superstitious.” It is said that 
Paul would not have been so tactless as to tell the 
Athenians that they were “superstitious.” 

But is not that advertisement misleading? Paul here 
uses the Greek word “‘deisidaimonesterous,” but in Acts 
26 :6, where he speaks of the true religion of the Jews, 
he uses the noun “threskeia”; and James uses the ad- 
jective “threskos” (Jas. 1:26) when he is speaking of 
the true religion. Paul would be tactful, I am sure, but 
he would not leave the impression that he thought 
that there was very little difference between the 
heathen superstitions and the true religion. That is 
what the disloyal missionaries are doing in heathen 
lands to-day. 

I find much scholarly piety in The Sunday School 
Times. It blesses me every time I’ read it. I rejoice 
in its deep spirituality, and I thank God that you are 
holding out firmly against infidelity. of all kinds.—A 
Kentucky Reader. 


The Greek word deisidaimonesterous, which Paul 
used to describe the men of Athens, tfanslated “too 
superstitious” in the Authorized Version, and “very 
religious” in the American Version, occurs but twice 
in the entire New Testament; here in Acts 17: 22, and 
again in Acts 25:19. The latter passage occurs in the 
address made by the governor, Festus, to king Agrippa, 
concerning Paul who was then under arrest; Festus 
says that—Paul’s accusers “had certain questions 


against him of their own superstition,- and of one | 


Jesus, which was dead, whom Paul affirmed. to be 
alive” (Authorized Version). In the American Ver- 
sion this reads, “certain questions against him of their 
own religion, and of one Jesus,” and so on. It is to 
be noted that in both these passages in Acts the mar- 
gin of the American Version recognizes the old ren- 
dering as legitimate, giving in the first passage, “some- 
what superstitious,” and in the second, “superstition.” 

Etymologically the Greek word deisidaimonesterous 
means “reverence for (deisi) the deity’ (daimonia= 
demons=Greek gods). From the classics, where it 
frequently appears, we learn that it took on a second- 
ary meaning of reverential fear in a bad sense, — that 
is, “superstition.” Only the context, therefore, can de- 
cide whether “very religious” or “too (somewhat) 
superstitious” is meant. 

In Acts 25:19 the address of Festus indicates, by 
the word in question, the Jews’ religion. Since 
Agrippa, to whom Festus spoke, was himself a Jew, it 
is hardly probable that deisidaimonia there means 
“superstition.” And similar deference might be ex- 
pected of Paul for the religion of the pagan in Paul’s 
address at Athens; in Acts 17: 22. In this verse Paul's 
word for “perceive” (“I perceive that ye are very 
religious”), is theoreo; while’ in the next verse the 
Greek for “beheld” or “observed” is anatheoreo;. a 
strengthened form of theorco. “For as I passed by,” 
Paul went on, “and beheld your devotions,” and so 
on; or, as the American Version reads, “For as I 
passed along, and observed the objects of your wor- 
ship,” and ‘so on. 

Paul thus says: “By attentive consideration of 
things observed [I note that] you are very religious.” 
He would hardly have used such strong language to 
describe a discovered superstition. 

Adding to this the fact that the Syriac (Peshitto) 
Version, of the Second Century, reads, “You are ex- 
cessive in the reverence of the gods,” the case seems 
conclusive for “very religious.” Alfred, Vincent, 
Thayer, and others so read. at 

Threskos is the Greek word for true religion in the 
outward sense,— that is, so living as to show one’s 
self a Christian. It is the (Christian). opposite to the 
(pagan) deisidaimonia,—that is, internal reverence 
for the gods. For the latter, of course, the Christian 
has his. own Greek word. This word, together with a 
full and helpful discussion of deisidaimon(esterous )ia 


versus threskos is to be found in Trench, New Testa- 


ment Synonyms, pages 165-173. 
3 


“Evolution and the Supernatural,” by Dr. W. H. 
Griffith Thomas, showing the effects of the acceptance 
of the evolution theory on Christian faith and life, 
may be had from The Sunday School Times Company 
at only 25 cents each, or $2.50 @ dozen. 
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First Impressions of the British Keswick 





Where the “rest of faith” is a practical reality 


By Philip E. Howard 








ee 





T WAS evening. when -we -arrived in Keswick, that . 


beautiful town -in -the English'.lake region, —a 

town made famous. by -the conventions -that- have 
been meeting there -for- many years..-After»a- cor- 
dial: welcome. in one of . the~:speakers* houses, my 
host,-Mr. J. M. Waite, asked. me»if I--would take 
a little walk with him. “There is something I: want 
to show you,” he said. 


We walked slowly through the streets of - the © 


town in the twilight, ascended a little rise of ground, 
turned aside from the walled lane along which we 
were moving, and came out upon _a wide terrace 
in front of St. John’s Church. “It is here,” said 
Mr. Waite, “that many visitors come for. meditation 
and prayer. I wanted you to see this place first.” 
Mr. Waite could not have gathered up in any 
one moment, or in any one place, the whole story 
of Keswick for his American visitor in any other 
way than this. As we looked out from the terrace 
our eyes caught first a glimpse of the gardens lying 


‘on the slopes of the town, toward. the lake, and 


then Derwentwater itself, silvery in the after-light 
of the setting sun. Beyond Derwentwater, standing 
like a great rugged wall across the near horizon, 
were the mountains, cleft by shadows, and. touched 
with the glow of the light that lingers so long in 
the north of England twilight. : 

While we stood there in silence, under the spell 
of the hour, I glanced along the terrace, and 
saw two. young men kneeling in prayer. No 
one else was on the terrace, The quiet and 
the beauty of the place entered into one’s spirit, 
and then it was suddenly made clear that just at 
this moment the story of Keswick was there in the 
evening light. For the convention has been greatly 
blessed in all these years with the very wonderful 
surroundings that make their contribution to the im- 
pressiveness of the meetings and fellowship during 
the period of the gatherings. And with this, deeply 
underlying the ‘whole Keswick movement, is the 
spirit of prayer. 


The Many Delightful Contacts 


Reviewing the ensuing days of the convention, one 
might enlarge upon the delightful spiritual fellowship, 
the fascinating table-talk of men who have seen serv- 
ice in the Lord’s cause in many parts of the world; 
personal conversations with missionaries and veteran 
Christian workers in varied forms of service, —all 
these experiences enter into the values of a visit to 
the Keswick Convention. ; 

An American would be especially impressed with 
the unobtrusive system that has been worked out, 


in many years of experience, for conducting the 


affairs of the convention. It is no simple task to 
bring four or five thousand persons into a small town 
like Keswick, and have every one well cared for, 
and in just that degree of comfort which neither 
hinders the Spirit because of its lavishness, nom 
reminds the visitor of the necessity for making al- 
lowances. Most of the visitors at Keswick are housed 
in the homes of the town, which are given over to 
the convention visitors on the terms arranged by the 
Council. 

The meetings are held- in two large tents, each 
forty-five feet from base to apex, eighty feet 
from platform to the front entrances, and 135 feet 
long. Each of these tents holds 2200 persons, and 
the program is so arranged that it is an easy matter 
fo select which meetings one may wish to attend. 

The day begins with a seven o'clock prayer-meet- 
ing in one of the tents, at which perhaps a thousand 
persons are in attendance. This, as Mr. Waite re- 
marked, is the power house of the convention, and 
indeed it is all of that. 

Then follows breakfast at eight, with no general 
meeting ufitil ten o’clock. Both the tents will be 
filled at the morning meeting, which lasts until 
eleven-thirty, and is followed at twelve by a Bible 
reading, lasting until one o’clock. ~ 

The afternoon is free for special meetings, or for 
recreation,—a fact which American’ conferences 
of many kinds are hereby invited to note! The 
principal evening meeting comes at six o'clock, and 
lasts until seven-thirty, with supper in the various 
houses at eight o’clock. The evenings also are marked 
y most interesting. and inspiring out-of-doors meet- 
ings in the market square of the town—true out- 
of-door evangelistic meetings, in which many souls 
are led to Christ. 

After supper many of the speakers and other 
workers at the convention are invited to address 
littke groups in various guest-houses, and then is 
the time for personal contact with speakers and 


Those visiting England this summer. will do well 
to.arrange to include in their plans the great con- 
vention «which for. half a century has stood for 
the life.of -practical heliness: in Christian experi- 
ence. Mr. -Howard, : President’: of “The Sunday 
.- School Times. Company, here gives a glimpse of 
the great. blessing that. God pours out in -these 
meetings. And this summer.is Keswick’s Jubilee, 
marking the fiftieth annual convention. Will you 
keep-in: your prayers the Editor of The Sunday 
School: Times, Mr. Charles G. Trumbull, who will 
attend this:year’s Keswick, having been asked to 
speak briefly on the movement in America for 
the deepening of the spiritual life, known as the 
Victorious Life Testimony? The annual volume 
containing the addresses delivered at the British 
Keswick, entitled “Keswick Week,” may be had 
in America from W. P. Blessing Company, 208 
South Wabash Avenue, Chicago ($1.75). Those 
who cannot attend the English Keswick will find 
the same truth and blessing at the American Vic- 
torious Life Conferences, noted on page 361 of 
this issue. 








workers, which intensifies the inspirational values 
of the larger meetings. It is characteristic -of the 
Keswick speakers that they are quite accessible to 
those who are attending the convention, for inter- 
views in the afternoons or evenings. For one, I 
shall not forget an afternoom walk and talk I was 
privileged to have with Bishop Taylor-Smith, Chap- 
lain General of the British forces, who is one of the 
devoted Keswick leaders—a man of the widest 
experience among-men, and greatly helpful to stu- 
dents and others who come to the meetings, in the 
discussion and clarifying of personal problems. 

One is deeply impressed with the extreme simplicity 
and restraint that characterize the great meetings. 
The program is carried through with scrupulous 
regard to time and fitness. The audiences gather 
very quietly, and silence pervades the tents during 
the speakers’ addresses. The only musical instrument 
is a small organ. The organist himself leads the 
singing. There is absolutely no platform attempt 
to excite enthusiasm; no attempt to arouse the 
audience to a more general participation in the 
singing of hymns, because it is quite evident from 
the very first meeting that there is a well-recognized 
and pervasive Keswick spirit, which does not require 
adventitious aid to its fullest expression. 

As one looks out over the great audience, it is 
extremely impressive to note the wide variety of type 
among those in attendance. Here is a group of 
students from Cambridge or Oxford; there, army or 
navy Officers, and men in uniform; here are gray- 
bearded business men, leaning forward, keenly list- 
ening to every word from the platform, and some 
with tears in their eyes; ministers and laymen; young 
people from every walk of life; thousands of earn- 
est women, from the humblest young girl who is 
earning her own living to distinguished ladies of the 
peerage. 


The Underlying Plan in the Program 


The speakers’ messages are kept carefully with- 
in the scope of the purpose of the Keswick Con- 
vention. Their delivery is characterized by quiet- 
ness, simplicity and clearness, and by depth of spirit- 
ual insight. It is a time for intensive Bible study, 
for the frank facing of one’s own life, and for 
a long look at the Lord Jesus, as “the author and 
finisher of our faith,’ and as our sufficiency and 
victory. 

There is an underlying plan in the program which 
may not appear on the surface. In the early part of 
the week, the addresses point toward the nature and 
reality and sinfulness of sin; toward the middle of 
the week, the emphasis is upon the power of the Lord 
Jesus Christ to give the victory; toward the close of 
the week, the convention is brought face to face with 
personal decision, on the part of those who have not 
yet accepted Christ as Saviour, and on the part of 
Christians who are willing to yield themselves to 
Him as their victory. 

With all this is the fact that the Keswick move- 
ment includes a distinctively foreign missionary pur- 
pose, which emerges many times during the meet- 
ings, but particularly in a great missionary meeting, 
lasting for hours, in which a number of missionaries 


_ bring heart-stirring messages from their fields, and 


an opportunity is given for volunteers to rise and 
offer themselves for the foreign work, including an 
invitation to parents to rise in ,\ecpression of their 





willingness to let their children go to the field if that 
should be God’s will for: them. 

It should not be supposed: that the Keswick Con- 
vention is a gathering: entirely. made up of earnest 
Christians. This.is far from the fact, The Keswick 
Week is regarded. as a wonderful opportunity to be- 
lievers to encourage their unbelieving friends to at- 
tend these meetings with them. Many young men 
come up to Keswick from the universities and for the 
first _time accept Christ. It would be hard to 
imagine how the Gospel could be presented more 
clearly, more forcefully, and in greater fulness than 
in these meetings. Any one who has not accepted 
Christ, and who does not know at the beginning of 
the convention what the Gospel is, can have ro sound 
reason for uncertainty by the time these days of 
privilege are over. It is the evangelistic note, the mis- 
sionary note, and the note of victory over sin through 
Jesus Christ that sound all through the meetings, 
from beginning to end. And it is all so sane, and 
thoughtful, and joyous, with the least possible amount 
of introspection, and the most glorious setting forth 
of the person and the power of the Lord Jesus Christ! 

In the summer of 1924 the speakers included such 
men as J. Stuart Holden, F. B. Meyer, Bishop Taylor- 
Smith, J. Russell Howden, Charles Inwood, E. L. 
Langston, F. W. Ainley, W. Martin, Bishop 
Linton, Montague Goodman, W. Y. Fullerton, George 
Grubb, John MacBeath, W. H. Aldis. 

American visitors to the British Isles this summer 
would do well to plan their itineraries so that the 
days from July 17 to 27 may be spent in Keswick, 
Full information about the convention accommoda- 
tions and expenses may be obtained from the Sec- 
retary, Mr. Walter B. Sloan, 25 John Street, W. C. 1, 
London. The American tourist knows comparatively 
little about the blessing to be derived from days at 
Keswick. It will be both a revelation of what this 
convention has meant to the British Isles during fifty 
years, and also what it may mean in spiritual re- 
freshing and the deepening of the Christian life to 
those from other lands. This summer’s convention 
marks the Jubilee of the Keswick movement. It may 
indeed mark the entrance of many a visitor into the 
joy of a new life. 

PHILADELPHIA. 








The Victorious Life 

















When He Stopped “Trying” and 
Began Trusting 


N_A recent letter to the Editor of The Sunday 
School Times a Presbyterian minister writes: 


“In 1921 I came in touch with the teachings of the 
Victorious Life. A few of the members of my church 
had attended Victorious Life Conferences. The 
teaching of such victory almost took me off my feet. 
These people supplied me with literature, which I read 
with the purpose of refuting from the pulpit, though 
I never mentioned the words Victorious Life in so 
doing. You may not be surprised when I tell you that 
those who had claimed victory seemed to be just as 
friendly and to work as earnestly in the church, as 
if I had said nothing. That was because they had 
real victory. (All this took place during the summer 
months. I was supplying the church during vacation 
from the theological seminary — my second summer 


out.) 
, L left the Victo- 





“When I got away from 
rious Life studies severely alone. I finished seminary 
in the spring of 1922. After a year elsewhere preach- 
ing, I accepted the call to the Church. In 
October, 1923, I had a brother minister helping me in 
some evangelistic meetings in a community near here. 
We had the pleasure of his company at the Manse all 
the while. He had claimed victory a few years pre- 
vious to this time, and I must say that I realized that 
he had something for which both my wife and I 
longed, but seemed unable to secure. During that 
week, I was almost convinced that it was the Victori- 
ous Life. For a few days after he left us, I con- 
tinued to ‘try’ to live the Victorious Life, and of 
course failed miserably. I had been carried to the 
heights on the tide of a great revival. When the tide 
had passed I was back to the low flats again. But the 
yearning never left. There was a fight going on in- 
side like that described in the seventh of Romans, 


(Concluded on page 361) 











THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 








MAY 30, 1925 








Dr. Fosdick’s Christ Without Omnipotence 


Has Christ only the divinity of all men? 

















AVING taken away from Christ the right to 
H be considered the antitype and complete fulfil- 

ment of the Hebrew sacrifices; having denied 
necessarily any atoning value in his death, any redemp- 
tive or legally cleansing value in the shedding of his 
blood; having denied that he rose from the dead, 
“according to the scriptures,” and will never return 
to this world; having taken away every distinctive 
lineament of him as the Scriptures present him, Dr. 
Fosdick tells us he is the final expression of that 
divinity which is common to us all—and since com- 
mon to all—the divinity that was in Judas who be- 
trayed him and in the thief who reviled him. 

This consummative, ethical Christ is the Christ Dr. 
Fosdick brings before us, the Christ whom he tells 
us he loves, the Christ whom he adores, whom he 
would have us likewise love and serve. 

Behold how Dr. Fosdick has robbed him of all the 
New Testament gives him: he has robbed him of 
the golden crown of deity and replaced it with the 
tin foil crown of a divinity common to man. He has 
robbed him of the right to take his body out of the 
grave, and having barred the earth against him at 
every point of the compass, says he shall never come 
back to this world, we shall never see him again on 
this earth. 

This is the Christ “The Modern Use of the Bible” 
would exhort the ministry to preach in our churches, 
teach in our Sunday-schools, and proclaim in foreign 
lands. ‘ 

This is the Christ whom, after he has been purged 
from all that is supernatural, Dr. Fosdick has the 
courage to call “divine.” 


This So Called Divinity of Christ is a 
Divinity Minus Omnipotence 


But lest some echo of Nice or Chalcedon should 
be misinterpreted and the abundant and all-embrac- 
ing phrase that neither time can alter nor custom 
stale, even that phrase, “God of God, and very God 
of very God”; lest that mighty collocation, that piled- 
up wealth of definition, should oad some unsuspect- 
ing soul to transmute “divinity” into “deity,” and 
thereby spoil the whole scheme of which “The Mod- 
ern Use of the Bible” is the full expression, Dr. Fos- 
dick pulls down any tempting structure built upon 
the device of councils and the plastic, metaphysical im- 
agination of men, and definitely defining this ubiquitous 
word, “divinity,” gives us the fixed, even, “static” 
lineaments of the divine Christ he would have us 
believe in and over whom in uplifted phrase his en- 
thusiasm flames out. 

This is the way in which he defines and determines 
the divinity of Christ: 

“In everything that matters to our spiritual life, 
very God came to us in Christ.” 

That sounds large, full, complete, and has appar- 
ently a horizonless sweep; but then he adds, and the 
explicatory addition comes like the crash of unex- 
pected thunder on the stillness of a cloudless sky — 
these shattering words: 

“To be sure, nobody should ever go to Jesus, to his 
manger and his Cross, to find the omnipotence which 
swings Orion and the Pleiades. Omnipotence in that 
sense ts not revealed there’ (p. 269). 

Although Dr. Fosdick tells us not to quibble about 
a supposed difference between divinity and deity that 
is not really there; although he assures us this dis- 
tinction rests upon an endeavor to think of God in 
terms of metaphysical substance and Pure Being con- 
ceived apart from spiritual quality, and that the in- 
sistent endeavor to define the relation of Christ with 
him in the same terms is an endeavor useless for 
religion and “properly outlawed from good philos- 
ophy,” in spite of the theological and academical turn 
to the clause, the fact remains that the divinity with 
whatever of “very God” may somehow be in it in the 
Rae ol quality with which it environs it and shields 
itself 1s — 

Divinity minus Omnipotence. 

However it may be good or bad philosophy, the 
fact as Dr. Fosdick states it cannot be ignored. 

This is the fact: 

The divinity of Christ is divinity minus omnip- 
otence, . 

And Dr. Fosdick is able to say this in face of the 
unrebuked exclamation and full confession of Thomas 
that no amount of ingenuity can modify: 

“My Lord and my God.” 

He says it in face of Paul’s direct statement that 
Jesus Christ created all things. 

Paul leaves us in no doubt about that creative 
action. 

He says: 

“By him were all things created, that are in heaven, 
and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether 
they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or 





The worst aspect of Medernisma ie ite insincerity 
and falsifying. 

Modernism is not, as its advocates would have 
us believe, a restatement of Chrisdanity, but a 
rejection of Christianity and another religion 
altogether. 


Yet the paper jacket of Dr. Harry Emerson 
Fosdick’s book, “The Modern Use of the Bible,” 
actually says that his work, which rejects every 
fundamental of the Christian faith, undertakes 
to tell how the Bible (by this Modernistic emas- 
culation) can do for you and for America to-day 
what Jonathan Edwards, Roger Williams, John 
Knox, Martin Luther, and Jchn Wesley made the 
Bible do for the people of their day! 


Could there be a more start¥ng exhibit of the 
extremes to which Modernism will go? 


Is it any wonder that college men, hearing Dr. 
Fosdick’s lectures, say that his work “has made 
the Bible over for them into ‘a pamphlet for the 
times’”? That is just what it is to Dr. Fosdick— 
merely an ephemeral pamphlet that he has res- 
cued. from its myths and mista!-<«, 


It is in the light of the claims made for Dr. 
-Fosdick’s book that this accurate, deadly fair 
analysis and exposure by Dr. Haldeman is to be 
read. The series of Dr. .Haldeman’s articles re- 
viewing Dr. Fosdick’s book commenced in The 
Sunday School Times of May 9, and will continue 
for several issues. There is a tremendous climax 
ahead,as Dr. Haldeman sets forth what God’s 
Gospel really is. 








powers: all things were created by him, and for him: 
and he is before all things (therefore, uncreated) 
and by him all things consist” (are “held together,” 
and this is saying nothing less than that the universe is 
Christo-centric). 

Dr. Fosdick denies omnipotence to Christ in face 
of that other immense affirmation of Paul: 

He “upholdeth all things [and therefore Orion and 
the Pleiades] by the word of his power.” : 

He denies omnipotence and therefore deity to Christ 
in face of the doubly reported declaration of God the 
Father, owning the pre-existent Christ as his Son: 

“Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever.” 

Dr. Fosdick makes his statement about omnipotence 
in face of our Lord’s own claim as he stood in the 
reported “flesh and bones” of his resurrection body: 

“All power [and what is that but omnipotence?] is 
given unto me in heaven and in earth.” 

I have no particular wish to turn this article I am 
writing into controversial argumesitation. To leave 
Dr. Fosdick’s bare statement alone, to let it stand out 
by itself in its absolute nakedness, ought to be suffi- 
cient to classify his definition of divinity in so far 
as it relates to God’s Christ and God’s Son. But I am 
under bonds to this opportunity as a witness for the 
New Testament Christ, now that the challenge is 
thrown down, to consider for a space the claims which 
He made for himself when on the earth; nor can 





Yes, this extraordinary exposure of the real 
position of Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick in his 
latest book, “The Modern Use of the Bible,” 
may also be had in book form: Not only that, 
but the half dozen articles written by Dr. 
Haldeman appearing in this series in The Sun- 
day School Times are only a part of the book, 
which includes more material than is appearing 
here, and which should be read through at a sit- 
ting in order to grasp the masterly sequence of 
Dr. Haldeman’s message. 


It is hoped that Christian people will give 
the widest possible ministry to this new book 
by Dr. Haldeman, which is now ready and. may 
be had immediately without awaiting the con- 
clusion of the series in these columns. Just ask 
for Dr. Haldeman’s book on Dr. Fosdick; it 
may be had, handsomely printea 1n large, read- 
able type with good margins, bound in cloth, at 
$1 from your bookseller or from The Sunday 


School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 











By I. M. Haldeman, D.D> 











these claims get intermittance of essential right whether 
we balance the difference between pre-existence and 
incarnation or any lapsing space between the two given 
points, the manger and the cross; for, if Christ were 
ever God at all, God the Son as well as Son of God, 
he was as much God with the attribute of omnipotence, 
as much in substance, being, and personality, 
when he was wrapped in swaddling bands in that 
body he had accepted as the “prepared body” from 
the Father; as much God, very God, when, inde 
as God he offered on the cross the humanity he 
created for himself and for that purpose; as much 
very God there between those two points, the manger 
and the cross, as in any time or eternity of his per- 
sonal acting; for, accepting the record that he was pre- 
existently in the “form of God,” at no point in eter- 
nity did he a of more than his form 
and appearing as , 

t us hear some of the claims he made for him- 
self in the days, we will say, of “his flesh.” 

He said whatever the Father did, he himself, as the 
Son of the Father, could do “likewise”; that is, “same- 
wise,” in the same manner, under the same impulse, or 
power. ; 

, Let us get his full utterance: 

“What things soever he [the Father] doeth, these 
also doeth the Son likewise” (John 5:19). 

Since the “wise” in which the Father did things 
was as Omnipotent God, the “likewise” which Christ 
claimed as the Son was the claim that he could do 
things even with the omnipotence of the Father. 

To astounded Jews he once said: 

“Before Abraham was I am.” 

They took up stones to stone him. 

And why? 

Not because he claimed pre-existence,—they had 
no objection to that,—but because in giving his an- 
Swer he said: 


He did not say, “Before Abraham was, I was.” 

No, he said: “I am.” 

In saying that, saying it under the circumstances 
and in the form he did, banishing both past and future 
as any part of his personal existence, and radiating the 
idea that he in himself possessed a being that was ever 
abiding and therefore a changeless present, he actually 
claimed to be him who at the burning bush defined 
himself as, “I am that I am.” : 

It was because he linked the sacred and incommuni- 
cable name of the sovereign God to his own selfhood 
that they sought to stone him, to kill him, to put an 
end to him as a wicked blasphemer, not fit to live. 

To equally astonished listeners in the temple he 
uttered this, if you please, metaphysical statement, 
this unmitigated and challenging proposition: 

“I and my Father are one” (John 10: 30). 


How Shall We Deal with Christ’s Own 
Claims of Omnipotence? 


The excited crowd of Jews ready to mob him, to 
stone him to death, had no difficulty in reaching a con- 
clusion as to the meaning and intent of the words. 

Because they had no difficulty about it they took 
up the stones to stone him. ‘ 

When he asked why they would stone him, this is 
the answer they gave him: 

“Because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God” 
(John 10: 33). 7 : 

They knew he meant both in essence and attitude 
he was very the Son, as much as the Father was 
very God the Father. Zl 

No greater claim of omnipotence than the claim 
made in the words of Jesus Christ could be made. 

And it is to be repeated, there is no point either at 
the manger or at the cross where he could be less 
thee what his claim would make him to be — essentially. 


He could restrain his omnipotence. 

He could do that because he was omnipotent. 

Only God could so restrain his omnipotence. 

But — he could not cease to be essentially God at 
any point in his existence; as it is written: 

“He cannot deny himself’ (2 Tim. 2:13). 

There is yet another claim: 

The claim made in his final prayer in John 17, and 
in the most amazing part of that amazing prayer: | 

“And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine 
own self with the glory which I had with thee [liter- 
ally, ‘by thy side’] before the world was.” : 

There are the recorded claims of Jesus Christ — 
claims from which essential relationship cannot be 
“outlawed.” 

How shall we deal with them? 

They are there. 

Something must be done with them. 

Shall we do as has been suggested when such liter- 
alism confronts us—go back and listen to Christ 
“over the head of his reporters”? 

















Lesson for June 14 
Acts 11 : 19-30 


Shall we charge these reporters with taking the 
simple, spiritually intended words of Christ as orig- 
inally uttered, changing their form, “heightening for 
effect,” “adding,” actually putting into his mouth 
words he never uttered, and of which he never 
dreamed? 

Let us get back, however, to Orion and the Pleiades, 


If Christ were not virgin born, if he were hu- - 


manly begotten; if he had only the humanity a hu- 
man father gave him, then Dr. Fosdick is entirely in 
the right when he denies him any claim to omnipotence, 
whether in the manger, on the cross, or at any time 
between his birth.and his» death. 

No mere man, nay, no exceptional man, in whom 
there may be a deposit of the divinity common (as it 
is said) to all men, could by any means swing Orion 
and the Pleiades. ; 

Here then by the ministration of Dr. Fosdiek we 
have arrived. 

e are at the termini. 
They are there for us to contemplate: 
A Christ without omnipotence. 


A Christ subject to the interpretation of modern 
gnind, 

A Christ whose historg has been largely invented, 
whose supreme claims are fiction, whose miracles were 
never performed. 


A Bible contradicted by science, unreliable in his- 
tory, not always moral, and whose shifting thought 
forms, whose uncertain “framework,” make it of avail 
only as it can be proven by personal experience. 


Nothing more destructive to the ancient or former 
use of the Bible, nothing more nullifying to its for- 
mer value in the general mind, nothing more chal- 
lenging to the fact of Christ it has been accustomed 
to proclaim, has ever been written than this book, 
“The Modern Use of the Bible’; not the coarse sen- 
tences of a Paine, the pretentious logic of a Hume, 
the slavering foulness of a Voltaire, nor the cheap 
misrepresentations and conundrum-like utterances and 
denunciations of an oratorical Ingersoll, have ever 
more deliberately, though subtly and often most at- 
tractively, sought to ruin confidence in the Bible our 
fathers loved and whose faith and piety are our heri- 
tage. 

(To be continued in next week’s issue) 
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When He Stopped “Trying” and 
Began Trusting 


(Concluded from page 359) 


“On Sunday, March 22, the Lord Jesus seemed nearer 
than ever. It was a day of glorious service. I had 
been reading a book on the Victorious Life. 

“On Monday Satan seemed to be making great 
headway with me. Not that I had done anything 
that seemed so terrible according to man’s standard. 
The fight was going on inside. Monday afternoon 
I decided to take it to the Lord in prayer, and I arose 
from my knees -conqueror in Christ Jesus. I have 
rarely, if-ever, had such an instantaneous answer to 
prayer. I went down on my knees, tired in body and 
mind, and in a few minutes arose refreshed, and what 
is more glorious, with the peace and joy which only 
the Lord Jesus can give. I have sinned since that 
blessed moment, but have claimed instant forgiveness, 
instead of trying to atone somewhat by being sorry 
for a time first. You know why I say this. Because 
that is the way many people do. Jesus has been with 
me ever since in the wondrous sense that I have 
realized he is here. I must praise him for the gift of 
his faith to appropriate his promises.” 


It is for the purpose of leading hungry-hearted 
Christians such as this tninister to see the blessed pro- 
vision in God’s Word of a life of sustained fellowship 
with God, of actual victory over sin, and of habitual 
power in service through Christ as Saviour, Lord, and 
Life, that conferences are conducted by the Victorious 
Life Testimony. 

Will you pass on the information given below to 
those’ who may be interested in attending or praying 
for these meetings? Will you pray that every need 
of the Testimony, both spiritual and temporal, may be 
fully met? ~ 


Calendar of Conferences 

Keswick, N. J., June 22 to July 6 —Atlantic City 
Y. W. C. A. Group. 

Keswick, N. J., July 18 to 26.—Victorious Life Conference. 

Knowlton, Quebec, Can., July 27 to August 2.—Victorious 
Life Conference. 

Keswick, N. J., August 1 to 9—Annual Institute of 
Young People’s Union, Atlantic Conference of German 
Baptist Churches of North America. 

Linwood Park, Vermilion, Ohio, August 10 to 16.—Vic- 
torious Life Conference. 

Keswick, N. J., August 22 to 30.—Victorious Life Confer- 
ence. 


Full information as to the above Conferences may 
be had by addressing the Victorious Life Testimony, 
80 Stafford Building, 1114 Chestnut Street, Philadel- 
phia. 
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Seven pegs on which hang her carefully 
’ planned Sunday-school lessons 











Pa 











| iow a Busy Mother Prepares for Teaching 


By Mrs. Ernest Planck 


Po 
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How do you prepare your Sunday-school lesson ?_ Is your material hastily gathered together on Saturday night, 
or even ort Sunday morning before the Sunday-school session, or have you learned the valuable secret of planning 
your lesson study ahead, and reaping the joy and profit that comes from a prayerful, quiet preparation ? In this 
article a busy mother tells how she plans her lesson study over the entire week, utilizing to the best advan- 
tage:the short periods that come in the life of a housewife, where a lengthy time for preparation is often not avail- 
able. Mrs. Planck’s method was one of twenty-three which were selected from a group of nearly two hundred 


manuscripts as suitable jor a choice manual on lesson preparation entitled, ‘‘ 


ow I Prepare My Lesson for 


Teaching.’’ It may be secured from The Sunday School Times Company, Philadelphia, at $1. 


there is to be expected a reasonable degree’ of 

quiet and seclusion. Then if unavoidable dis- 
tractions arise try to let them only interrupt, not put 
a stop to the lesson preparation. When interruptions 
“come, if we always go back, with patience aad quiet- 
ness of spirit, to the matter on hand, there is no real 
loss to us, because of them. On Sunday: afternoon, 
while the lesson taught that morning is still fresh in 
mind, I read over the lesson for the following Sunday, 
from my Bible, not making notes of any kind, simply 
letting the lesson “sink in.” The next day, I pray, 
asking God to speak to me through his Word, as 
found in this lesson, and give me spiritual insight to 
understand the true meaning. 

Immediately upon arising from this prayer, I re- 
read the lesson, having with me a pencil and tablet, 
which I use for making, in separate columns, a list 
of people, places, and events mentioned therein, — also 
of all the truths taught by the lesson such as faith, 
obedience, loyalty, unselfishness. If there are men- 
tioned any Oriental customs, unfamiliar places, per- 
sons, weights, or measures, these are carefully hunted 
up, and accurately fixed in my own mind, — for what 
is obscure to the teacher, will likely be more so to the 
average pupil. For such research, a good \Bible dic- 
tionary and maps are essential. 

Next I read any related passages of Scripture which 
tell of the same happenings in a different way per- 
haps, or which throw any light on the characters 
mentioned. For this, a good harmony of the Gospels 
stays on my study table. Right here it might be well 
to suggest the keeping of your teaching tools in one 
place. This saves time and steps which might be nec- 
essary in going back and forth to your library. 

At this stage, I usually leave the lesson until the 
following day. Long periods of study are usually 
impossible in the life of a busy “mother worker,” and 
by no means should the study of the Sunday-school 
lesson interfere with the daily quiet hour for personal 
devotional Bible study and prayer. 

On the next day I choose from the various listed 
lesson truths, the one truth which seems best suited 
to the individual needs of my class. Or perhaps, if 


Prtere there should be found some place where 


there is known a special need of one pupil, the lesson» 


is built with this particular child in view. The other 
children often need the same thought impressed. 
Would it be well to emphasize the large importance of 
attempting to teach but ome lesson truth, rather than 
everything found in the lesson? 

After the choice of the one truth to be taught, the 
next problem is to think of some interesting way to 
catch the interest and attention of the class. I have 
found the keeping of a note-book, which is labeled 
“Points of Contact,” very helpful in my own teaching 
experience. This book closely resembles a queer look- 
ing scrap-book, and is made up of possible points of 
contact which have occurred to me at various odd 
times, — anything that is full of interest and appeal 
to the youthful mind and understanding. It is made 
up of clippings from various sources, — newspapers, 
religious papers, some pictures, some short hero stories, 
bits of real life, but mostly incidents taken from the 
life and experience of my own children. Also illus- 
trations from nature, or plant life, are very usable. 

As an example, in urging the giving of our whole 
selves to Jesus, not withholding lips for prayer serv- 
ice, hands or feet from loving service, or voice or 
talents, I once used two roses—one with long stem 
and green foliage, and flower petals intact. From 
the other, I gradually stripped everything, leaving only 
the bare stem in its ugliness and uselessness. They 
soon saw what a poor gift the flower stripped of its 
parts made, and easily made the application in re- 
gard to the gift of their own bodies and members, to 
Christ. They wanted to withhold nothing. Some of 
these illustrations I have never yet had occasion to 
use, but they are stored up for future reference, and 
when, because of sickness or trouble, the time for les- 
son preparation is curtailed, these are to me invalu- 
able. There are many excellent similar illustrations 
available for every teacher, to be found in the various 
lesson helps furnished in most schools. My object 
is to find one which is short, apt, and closely related 
to the spiritual truth to be impressed. Then I develop 
my lesson around this idéa or picture, or object, or 
even a question, — for the point of contact may be any 
of these. 

Then, with watch in hand, I go over the lesson as 


I expect to teach it, either silently or aloud — following 
the point of contact with a short résumé of the ground 
covered by the last few weeks’ lessons, and including 
the historic setting and facts, having every question 
well planned with a view to its reaction on the pupil 
—reserving aiways sufficient time for a little black- 

ard suggestion, — for the eye retains what the ear 
sometimes fails to retain. I emphatically believe in 
the regular use of the blackboard in the classroom. 
Note-books for the pupils, to be used in connection 
with such board work, are very good. 

I vary little in my lesson preparation, but try al- 
ways to present the lesson in a different way each 
week. Variety is certainly the spice of teaching. Also 
different lessons require such different handling. If 
there is half an hour allotted for the teaching of the 
lesson, plan the lessen so there will be a margin of 
time, of from five to ten minutes, free for discussion, 
for unexpected questions, personal difficulties, and for 
seeing that the application of the lesson is clear enough 
to be, as our State worker, Mr. Leon C. Palmer said: 
“like the point of a joke,—seen and not heard.” And 
last but not least, that there may be unhurried time at 
the close of the period for prayer. A sentence prayer 
from each member, the leader closing, is a good way. 
In this prayer, I have frequently seen the pupils im- 
mediately apply the lesson truth to their own lives and 
needs. Such prayer results almost unfailingly in right 
action. Right thinking prompts right living. Ours 
is the task as co-workers with him, to present right 
thoughts and ideals in an attractive way. 

A well-studied, carefully, prayerfully prepared les- 
son can be taught in half the time that a haphazard 
one could be presented. The teacher should be so 
perfectly familiar with the lesson that notes are un- 
necessary, yet I believe it is a good thing to take along 
to-class a small card upon which the lesson outline has 
been jotted down. I rarely look at these teaching 
suggestions, and yet, should a young or inexperienced 
teacher be troubled with an unruly child, or some un- 
avoidable distractions, just a glance at this card will 
insure the progress of a well-ordered lesson. 

But just a word of prayer before the starting af the 
lesson often prevents any discipliaary- disturbance. It 
clinches the lesson and gives God a chance. Just even 
a moment of quiet waiting in silence together before 
God gives the Holy Spirit an opportunity for pre- 
paring the hearts of the class. However, it is well 
to have ready some device for catching the wandering 
attention, should there be restless minds, or hands, or 
eyes (or even feet, in a boys’ class). Sometimes I 
carry slips of paper and very small pencils and have 
the pupils jot down certain things at my suggestion, 
as the lesson progresses. Such as the good qualities of 
one character, the bad ones of another, or other char- 
acters having had similar experiences, or the places 
stopped at on a certain journey. If the lesson doesn’t 
seem to “go” or take with the class I sometimes dis- 
card my cherished plan and dramatize the lesson. 

Another plan is occasionally to tell the lesson as a 
story, letting each member draw a picture illustrating 
the fact that most appeals to him. For those who sim- 
ply will not, or cannot draw, word pictures should 
suffice. Instead of “trying it on the dog,” I occasion- 
ally have a lesson tryout on one of my own children. 
I notice carefully their reaction to the point of con- 
tact and questions prepared. My eleven-year-old son 
has often given me valuable suggestions as to suit- 
able points of contact for boys. If he is interested, 
it is reasonable to suppose that others will be. If he 
says, “Shucks, mother, J never would have done that, 
if J had been there,” into the trash basket goes my 
plan. The real key to the situation is, what he would 
have done or said, and around this is the new lesson 
planned. I believe a little study every day is better 
than several hours at the close of the week. Regular 
daily meals afford better nourishment than weekly 
feasts. “Command the morning” of your week, by 
starting on the lesson on Sunday afternoon. May we 
not sum up the matter of lesson preparation, in some 
such way as this: 

rayer 
reparation 
unctuality 
lan 

atience 
erseverance 
rayer, 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By Howard A. Banks, Litt.D. 


Foreword 
B ese of Peter’s vision at Joppa, and its out- 











come, Jerusalem is no longer to be the propagat- 
ing center of the Gospel for the uttermost parts, 
but such a center is provided in Antioch. 


The Historical Setting 


Antioch was the third city of the Roman world, — 
cosmopolitan, corrupt, and effeminate. A compar- 
atively few religious centers were organized in the 
outreaching of the Gospel, from which the Gospel 
message radiated into various sections of the cutlying 
country. Antioch was the first of these new centers, 
Says Stifler in his “Introduction to the Book of Acts, 
“Antioch ... is every way new, new in character, new 
in its leaders, and here a new name is given to the 
. followers of Jesus. ... Jerusalem never started any 
missionaries to the heathen. A few were forced out. 
Antioch became the source of the evangelizing forces, 
and they were sent forth deliberately. Jerusalem was 
hampered by the rabbinical yoke. Antioch was free 
. . . It was superior to Babylon because it was on 
the highway to the west, where the vigor and the life 
of the race had gone. Babylon was too far east. 
Antioch was superior to Alexandria, which was too 
Jewish, and too much addicted to speculative culture.” 
The time is ten years after the crucifixion of our 
Lord. 


The Expository Meaning 

Verse 19.—They therefore that were scattered 
abroad upon the tribulation that arose about Stephen 
traveled as far as Phenicia, and Cyprus, and Antioch. 
Luke goes back to the death of Stephen in order to 
make ready for a hew “running start.” Here was 
God’s overruling which sent some of the scattered 
Church flying northward. Tyre and Sidon were the 
great cities of Phenicia, attainable by means of a 
good Roman road, Cyprus was the birthplace of Bar- 
nabas. Antioch was built on the banks of the Orontes, 
fifteen miles from the seaport of Seleucia. The 
groves of Daphne on the outskirts of the city were 
the scenes of an awful, impure worship. 


Verse 20.—But ... some of them, men of Cyprus 
and Cyrene, ... spake unto the Greeks also, 
preaching the Lord Jesus. While Hebrews speak 
only to their own race, these others were borne 
along by the Spirit, who had fallen on the Gentiles at 
Cesarea. Who were these truly broadminded 
preachers, in tune with the Spirit’s work at Cxsarea? 
Possibly Lucius, of Cyrene (13:1) and Simon, the 
Cyrenean (Matt. 27:32; Mark 15:21). There is a 
difference of opinion whether the word in this verse 
is “Hellenists” or “Hellenes.” Hellenists would be 
Jews born outside of Palestine. To speak to these 
would be nothing unusual. That was done at Pente- 
cost. But to speak to Hellenes, or Greeks, was to 
step through the gateway opened to all Gentiles in the 
house of Cornelius. “Greek” is the meaning supported 
by the trend of events in the Church. 

Verse 21.—The hand of the Lord was with them. 
An Oriental expression. Luke uses it also in his Gos- 
pel (1:66), and in Acts 4:30. The result was that 
“a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord. 
The Lord is giving success in numbers because his 
will is being carried out in getting the Gospel to the 
Gentiles. 

Verse 22.—The report... came to the ears of the 
church which was in Jerusalem; and they sent forth 
Barnabas. Jerusalem with its gevinuce has little to 
do with the forwarding of the Gospel, but it seems to 
be always keen on inspection. Peter and John went 
down to observe Philip’s work in Samaria; and now 
Barnabas goes to Antioch on a similar mission. 


Verse 23.—-Who, when he... had seen the grace 
of God, was glad. He was accepted in a cordial wel- 
come. From the fact. that he had come originally 
from Cyprus made him all the more acce table. But 
he was quick to see the working of the Holy Spirit. 
There was no doubting of the reality of the fine work 
which he saw. His attitude was characteristic of the 
unity of the early Church. He lived up to the nom 
de plume which he had received in the Jerusalem 
church, namely, “The Son of Consolation, or Exhorta- 
tion.” 

Verse 25.—And he went forth to Tarsus to seek for 
Saul. The work was becoming too difficult for any 
one man to direct. Why did Barnabas not send down 
to Jerusalem for Peter or James? Barnabas was a 
great reader of men. He appraised Jewish narrow- 
ness correctly. He seemed to see the providence of 
God in the outthrust of Saul into the Gentile region 
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Devotional Reading: Isaiah 12. 

Primary Topic: People Who Received a New Name. 
Lesson Material ; Acts 11: 19-30. 
Memory Verse: The disciples were called Christians first in 
_ Antioch.— Acts 11: 26. 

Junior Topic; Barnabas in Antioch. 
Lesson Material : Acts 12. 19-30. 
Memory Verse: Acts 11; 24. 


: Senior Topic: Lessons from the Church in Anti- 
och, 

Topic for Young People and Adults: The Secret of a Growing 
Church. 2 











19 They therefore that were scattered abroad upon the 
tribulation that arose about Stephen travelled as far as 
Phoenicia, and Cyprus, and Antioch, speaking the word to 
none save only to Jews. 26 But there were some of them, 
men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who, when they were come to 
Antioch, spake unto the 1 Greeks also, * »-eaching the Lord 
Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a 
great number that believed turned unto the Lord. 22 And 
the report concerning them came to the ears of the church 
which was in Jerusalem: and they se=t forth Barnabas as 
far as Antioch: 23 who, when he was come, and had seen 
the grace of God, was glad; and he exhorted them all, 
®that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the 
Lord: 24 for he was a good man, and full of the Holy Spirit 
and of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord. 
25 And he went forth to Tarsus to seek for Saul; 26 and 
when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. 
And it came to pass, that even for a whole year they were 
gathered together ‘with the church, ard taught much 
people; and that the disciples were called Christians first 
in Antioch. 

27 Now in these days there came down prophets from 
Jerusalem unto Antioch. 28 And there stood up one of 
them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there 
should be a great famine over all ‘the world: which came 
to pass in the days of Claudius. 29 And the disciples, every 
man according to his ability, determined to send ° relief 
unto the brethren that dwelt in Judaea: 30 which also “ 


os sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas an 
ul. 


1Many ancient authorities read Grecian Jews. See 
ch. 6:1. *%Gr. bring good tidings of. See ch. 13 : 323 
14:15. Some ancient authorities read that they 


would cleave unto the purpose of their heart in the 
Lord. *Gr. in. 5Gr. the inhabited earth. ¢Gr. for 
ministry. Comp. ch. 6:1. 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








beyond, and he knew that Paul would approve this 
work at Antioch where a great multitude of people 
was added unto the Lord. It is not improbable that 
he and Saul had been corresponding. Paul had prob- 
ably been carrying on his tent-making trade in his 
old home town, and preaching at every opportunity. 
The humility of Barnabas is an example to us all. 
He surely realized that Paul was of greater intel- 
lectual stature than himself. But he had no jealousy. 
_ Verse 26.—The disciples were called Christians first 
in Antioch, A Roman emperor is quoted as having 
noted the fact that the peogie of Antioch were given 
to bestowing nicknames. The name may have been 
given in derision, although many commentators dis- 
sent from this idea. If that is true, however, it re- 
minds us that the “Methodists” were. so named in 
Wesley’s day. _The disciples never use it of them- 
selves, but prefer “brethren” (15:1), “saints” (9: 
13), or “those of the Way” (9:2). The scornful ap- 
pellation of the Jews is “Nazarenes” (24:5). 

Verses 27, 28.—Prophets from Jerusalem ... one 
of them named Agabus. Here was further oversight 
from Jerusalem. Prophets were torth-tellers, as well 
as foretellers, and this man was, no doubt, one of this 
double mission (comp. 21:10). Secular history bears 
out his prophecy. The reign of Claudius extended 
from A. D. 41 to 54 and was characterized by fre- 
quent famines, 

Verses 29, 30—Determined to send relief wnto the 
brethren that dwelt in Judea: ... Paul was always 
forward to look after the poor, and the generous giits 
hong Antioch were sent by elders, mentioned for the 

rst time 


The Homiletical Form ‘ 
A Spreit-Preparep PLace For GENTILE PROPAGATION 
_1. At the Antioch Church, disciples ate called Chris- 
tians. 
(1) Stephen’s martyrdom overruled for good 
(vs. 19, 20). 
(2) In guidance and growth (v. 21). 
(3) Recognition from Jerusalem (vs. 22-24). 
(4) Another step in Paul’s development (vs. 
25, 26). 
2. From Antioch goes famine-relief to Jerusalem. 
(1) A Spirit-filled prophet foretells danger (vs. 
27, 28). 
(2) First Christians and first Near East Relief 
(vs. 29, 30). 





The Topical Values 


Willing to be Eclipsed“To Tarsus to seek for 
Saul” (v.25). There is something very fine in this enter- 
prise of Barnabas. He must have realized that Saul’s 
was an ability even greater than his own. But he 
does not hesitate. The opportunity at Antioch is too 
great for Barnabas. No one could cope with it like 
Saul. Dr. Northcote Deck recently told students of 
the Philadelphia School of the Bible that out of seven- 
teen years of missionary experience in the Solomon 
Islands he had learned never to be afraid of another 
Christian getting in his place. Such fear is a human 
propensity. But it is needless. If such a transfer oc-' 
curs, in the wil! of God, it is because God has some- 
thing better for you to do than you are doing. God 
has your life in his keeping equally as definitely as 
the other man’s. Do not let any man get between you 
and God. God may develop talents in you of which 
you never dreamed. There is a lot of wire-pulling to. 
secure the chief seats in the synagogue, and the Church 
is full of misfits because of it. The most-to-be-pitied 
man in the world is the one who is out of the hand of 
God — poorly paid often, but straining for the loaves : 
and fishes, discredited, with no power, a wreck in the' 
sight of God, a Cast-away such as Paul once said he’ 
did not want to be. But Barnabas was not such a man, 
_ The Lily of Purity in the Swamp.—tThe early Chris- 
tian preachers — and every one was a preacher — were 
not afraid of Satan’s seat, but carried the Gospel into 
the leading commercial and political centers, but which 
were cesspools of corruption. The Gospel is the cure 
for degeneracy. Modernism, denying the supernatural, 
is playing into the hands of the criminals, not directly 
always, but at least indirectly, it is favorable to free 
love, and the x 


The Practical Aim 


The great number of believers at Antioch was due 
to the ministry of the Spirit. It is said, “The hand of 
the Lord was with them” (v. 21). Dr. A, T. Pierson 
says: “This expression may be the equivalent here 
of the Spirit’s power, as it appears to be, when used 
of the forerunner of Christ (Luke 1:66), who from 
birth was peculiarly filled with the Holy Ghost. Grand 
metaphor indeed to express the active operation of 
the Spirit! — The hand of the Lord. The Word of 
God is the sword of the Spirit, and a sword needs a 
hand to grasp, hold, and wield it; the truth of God 
is a hammer, and needs a hand to give effectiveness 
to its blows. If vessels are to be molded and fitted 
for service, a hand must do the shaping and age 4 
and carrying. Surely wherever the Gospel is tri- 
umphant it is the Holy Spirit who is the hand of 
the Lord breaking hard hearts with his hammer, 
piercing to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit 
with his sword, molding vessels unto honor for the 
Master’s use upon his potter’s wheel,” 

Final. Word 

Jerusalem’s first church with its community of goods 
was not more generous than, Antioch in its help for 
the poor at Jerusalem. The oneness of the early 
Church surely needs to be restored in our day of 
divisions and jealousies. . 

NARBERTH, PA. 

We 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff, — Dr. Banks, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 
Associate Editor of the Times, Mr: Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, and letting them see whether they 
can discover the answers a given in the following 
issue 


AT good came from the persecution of the fol- 
lowers of Jesus Christ? 
2. Where was the next great revival after Czsarea? 
3. Where was Antioch? 


4. What’ Scriptural testimony have we that the Christiaa 
Jews of Cyprus were broad-minded in the right sense of 
that abused word? 


s. What are the two main evidencés of the Lord’s hand 
being upon the Anticch church? 


6. What is meant by “the hand of the Lord”? (vy, 21.) 


7. What traits in the character of Barnabas are to bé 
seen in this lesson? 


8. What other two instances in the life of Barnabas show 
the appropriateness of his name “Son of Consolation”? 


o. What was the single text for that year-long meeting 
in Antioch? 


10. Who else used this same text for all their sermons? 
11. What single sermon is on record in Scripture with 
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this same text, that resulted in an immediate conversion 
and baptism? 

12. In what sense could the church at Antioch be called 
the first Christian church? 

13. Why and when were Christians first so called? 

14. What evidences are there that the church at Antioch 
had a proper concern for the unsaved? 

15, What evidences are there that there was fellowship 
with other believers? : 

16. Where else in Acts do we meet the prophet Agabus? 

17, How is the unity of the Church illustrated in this 
lesson? 

18 What principle is there in the new center of Chrfstian- 
ity at Antioch for mission fields of to-day? : 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


How to Arrive.—The hand of the Lord was with 
them (v. a1). And right in connection with this text, 
here is that good old promise I am continually trying 
to pound into both the heads and hearts of all the folks 
I ha to touch. Put it in caps, Mr. Printer: 
WH A MAN’S WAYS PLEASE THE LORD, 
HE MAKETH EVEN HIS ENEMIES TO BE AT 
PEACE WITH HIM (Prov. 16:7). An enemy does 
not have to be mounted on legs. Anything that is 
“agin” you is an enemy. Circumstances are often a 
most terrible enemy. Lots of. folks we all know are 
having a sorry time going through life. Did you 
ever know any fellow or fellowess having (when you 
get down to brass tacks) particularly hilarious days 
in the mill, store, or office, who did not “stand in” 
‘with superintendent, manager, -or chief clerk? The 
whole thing the matter with Continental Europe has 
‘been its failure to obey the God of nations. What 
‘has happened to the aristocracy of Russia in these 
.days happened to other nations also years ago when 
they iet go of God. Read your Old Testament — and 
then swing over into Rawlinson and the historians of 
later days and see for yourself.. God was forgotten 
at Versailles —and you see what you see, do you not? 
Russia, by the way, as I write, has just had a Christ- 
mas parade which overtops anything known in the 
world’s history for blasphemy. And there Russia lies 
—and America sends. $20,000,000 to help feed her. 
When I can tie my Rock Run folks up with Heayen 
you ought to see how they prosper. Four of our girls 
have married up there this winter, and we had_ the 
brides and grooms for dinner last Saturday night. 
Tl. put them up against any four couples you can 
trot out for looks, and all else. All four brides are 
working girls, two in the silk mill and two in offices. 
We had also a near-bride, silk mill girl. All sweet and 
lovely little Christian girls, my teachers at Rock Run. 
Losing this bunch is one ef the hardest cracks I have 
had in that little school. The hand of the Lord goes 
with them — and the hand of the Lord would go with 
you if you will just reach up and take that hand. Not 
otherwise (Luke 1:66). 


® 

Growing in Grace.—And he went forth to Tarsus 
to seek for Paul {v. 25). ; 
‘fore, but we see Paul did not “butt in” after his con- 
version. . He waited until he was sought for. That 
is the difference between Paul and some other con- 
verts all of us have known. They “hit the trail” one 

and joined the ministry the next week as 
“preachers.” In most cases coming to grief to their 
own hurt and to that of other people. Paul was one 
of the ablest and brainiest men of his age, as his 
wonderful letters testify, but you will note he pre- 
red and then waited until he was called and sought. 

ery few great men or gréat things are meteoric. I 
am writing this note on the train on the twentieth 
anniversary of Marconi’s invention of the wireless. 
Here at Harrisburg, which I have just left, they are 
getting ready for the inauguration of Governor Pin- 
chot (a member, by the way, of the state Y. M. C. A. 
Committee whose meeting I have been attending). 
They have erected a stand equipped with a broadcast- 
ing radio outfit. Next Tuesday all over the land folks 
will sit in their homes and hear all that goes on. It 
has taken twenty lIcrig years of the wireless to arrive 
at this. Why didn’t they get to it the first year or 
twc? This big locomotive ahead yonder, which is 
swinging this train through the Pennsylvania land- 
scape, is a long call from the old John Bull engine 
my son-in-law’s grandfather brought from England 
and set up at Bordentown, N. J., for the old Camden 
and Amboy Railroad. Paul and many other good 
things come by degrees. Let’s wait for Barnabas 
to come (2 Pet. 3: 18). 

A Christian Grace.—The disciples, every man ac- 
cording to his ability (v. 29). The disciples were not 
only called Christians first in Antioch, but that dis- 
tinguishing fruit of the Christian Church blossomed 
first in Antioch. To wit: The helping of the other 
fellow. Such a thing was as astonishing in that day 
as it would be in Africa in this day. In that heathen- 
dom when one tribe got in a bad way the other tribe 
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went over, knocked them in the head and ate them, 
agine Babylon making gifts of food to 
Egypt and vice versa, with a clay tablet reading, 
“Please accept with our sympathy and compliments” ? 
As noted in the former paragraph, Uncle Sam said 
with a 20,000,000 dollar bill. 
Just because we are a Christian nation and the Anti- 
ochian precedent is in our blood. The principal dif- 
ference between these first Christians and us last ones 
lies in the fact-that most of us do not give according 
to our ability, but according to how the other fellow 
gives. We want to see the subscription list. Conse- 
quently we-are most careful in our selection of folks 
“to head the list.” Whether or not this is the proper 
way to give,—we will let you fellows argue it out, 
—but one thing certain, that is the way it is gen- 
erally done. I even have a pass-book in my pocket 
now from New York City, begging for money, In 
this little book the pages are started with the names 
of certain well-known ple with -clever subscrip- 
tions opposite, grading down as small as one dollar. 
The Metropolis has “the passing of the hat” to the 
provinces down to a system. I am told that in many 
cases it is done on commission. But here is the con- 
vincing thing, my boy: The list of “prospects” is 
made up from church registers. Mr. Christian is the 
one fellow surest to “open up.” A list of Chris- 
tians to “work” conserves the postage. Our “soft- 
ness,” our “easiness” first began back there in Anti- 
och along with our name (Prov. a1: 26; Acts 20: 35). 
CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PrincipLe or ANALYSIS.—Train pupils to 
think the lesson material into its elements. 











HE Church at Antioch, in general, may be said 

to exemplify a church in right relations to the 
Lord, to other believers, and to those without. Small 
wonder then that even though given in derision, the 
name “Christian” seems so appropriate. We cannot 
think of the Antiochian believers resenting the name, 
nor can we wonder that succeeding generations of 
those who have loved the Lord have gladly carried 
to the ends of the earth this designation, in the heart 
of which is the name they love, 

The Scripture evidences of right relation to the 
Lord. are in the fact that “the hand of the Lord was 
with them” and the manifest presence of the Holy 
Spirit, not only in the turning of many to the Lord, 
but also in such instances as are indicated in chap- 
ter thirteen. Barnabas also rejoiced in the manifest 
grace of God which he saw when he came to Antioch. 
Again, the fellowship with other believers is evi- 
denced by the facts set forth. There seems to be no 
protest against the plan of Barnabas to bring Saul 
into the work; indeed the acceptance of the ministry 
of Barnabas himself as a delegate from the church 
in Jerusalem, the coming of Agabus, and the ready 
determination to send relief. to the brethren in Judea 
shows a beautiful fellowship with the mother church 
and her representatives. And let us not overlook the 
fine qualities which this fellowship involved; humility, 
unselfishness (especially in Barnabas), and love mani- 
festing itself in practical charity which not only sent 
its gifts but spared its own ministers to carry them. 
Perhaps there is no better external evidence that a 
church is right with God than the conversion of those 
without. When “the hand of the Lord is with them,” 
it is not strange that even a great number believe and 
turn to the Lord (v. 21). But the Antioch Church 
was not disobedient when the Lord called to larger 
service to those without. It was a missionary church 
in its founding, and it was a missionary church in its 
growth. A church that gave to the world, at the call 
of the Spirit of God, two great souls like Barnabas 


and Paul, has won the right in the extension to the 


Gentiles of the Gospel, to be called the first Christian 
Church, 


Huntinepon, Pa. 








Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 

a copy, or $1 a dozen. - 

1. April 5—The Blessing of Pentecost ...........Acts 2 
2. April 12—The Cripple at the Beautiful Gate ...... Acts 3 

ee a ee es +-t Corinthians 13 
3. April 19.—Life in the Early Church ..Ac’s 4:1 to §:12 
4. April 26.—Stephen the First Martyr ...Acts 6:1 to 7: 60 
§. May 3.—The Benefits of Total Abstinence, Daniel 1 : 1-20 
6. May 10.—Philip and the Ethiopian Treasurer 


Acts 8 : 26-39 
97. May 17.—Saul Becomes a Christian ..... soos Acts 9: 1-19 
8. May 24.—Saul Begins His Great Career ....Acts 9 : 20-31 
9. May 31.—Peter at Lydda and Joppa ...... +»-Acts 9 : 32-43 


10. June 7.—Peter’s Broadening Vision, Acts 10:1 to 11:18 
11, June 14—The Church in Antioch ..........Acts 11 3 19-30 
12. June 21.—Peter Delivered from Prison ......Acts 12 : 1-24 
13. June 28.—Review 
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From My Greek Testament 


By Ernest Gordon 


_—— which were scattered abroad (v. 19). The 
word used, diasperantes, means scattered as seed, 
and no happier word could be chosen. In Acts 8: 4, 
where the same word is used, it is added that “they 
. + « went every where preaching the word.” The 
sower of our Lord’s parable was the Lord himself, 
The good seed are the children of the kingdom, The 
persecutor thought that he was scattering these her- 
etics, but it was really the Lord himself who was sow- 
ing them broadcast for the harvest. 


The disciples were called Christians first in Antioch 
(v. 26). Chrematizat means not only to be named but 
to be nicknamed. It signified to get one’s name from 
one’s employment. The disciples then seemed to have 
been working at their religion, Tertullian explains that 
with the heathen Christos became Chrestos, and Chris- 
tiani, Chrestiani. This play on words has a suggestion 
of contempt. It was directed at the harmlessness, the 
meekness of the primitive Christians. Be chrestoi, kind 
one to another, forgiving one another, seems natural 
and praiseworthy to us who have been brought up 
in the atmosphere of the Gospel, but to the pagan world 
such advice seemed weak and unworthy.- In Luke 6 
35, we are told to be kind, chrestos, unto the unthank- 
ful and evil, and no doubt Luke taught this when in 
Antioch. And the Antiochians no doubt considered 
such admonition reprehensible to the utmost. So, 
about the word Christoi, chrestoi, would gather such 
connotations as “goody-goody” suggests to us, 

Every man according to his ability (v. 29). Tis 
euporeito, as each had traveled well in life, or as we 
would say, had fared well. The same idea comes out 
in 1 Corinthians 16:2, but with another root. “Let 
every one of you lay by him in store as God hath pros- 
pered him.” Prosper is euodotai, given a good jour- 
ney during the week, 


New Hampton, N. H. 
we 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 
department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 
accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet pas the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps, Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 
Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 
Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 


word “Print.” 


Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
needed. 


The Crushed Flower Garden.—Now they which 
were scattered abroad upon the persecution (v. 19). A 
family in America had a beautiful flower garden in the 
front of their house. One evening a hail-storm reduced 
the garden to ruin. But when the people opened the 
door and peeped out into the darkness they found . 
that the atmosphere was laden with a sweet perfume 
which the beautiful flowers gave forth when. they 
were crushed and broken by a storm. So, they which 
were scattered abroad upon the. persecution—From : 


the Rev, Robert Hill, M.A., in the Pulpit and the 
Children. Sent by the Rev. Gurn Manickam, Man- 
nargudi, Tanjore Dist; S. India. 


Beautified by Pressure.—The tribulation that arose 
(v.19): The word “tribulation” in the original has 
in it the eovent of pressure. Geologists tell us that 
evidently in the past ages the white Carrara marble 
was black, but under the influence of heat and pres- 
sure it was crystallized into the white beauty as we 
see it. It is certain also that the diamond which glit- 
ters on the crown of the king was once black as char- 
coal, and by some process it was melted and crystal- 
lized into the sparkling stone. And God has methods 
of cleansing the soul and he does it under the pres- 
sure of heat and sorrow.—From the Sunday School 
Chronicle, Sent by J. A. Clark, Elland, Yorks, Eng. 


_ When the Wheat Blade is Pierced.—The persecu- 
tion that arose (v. 19), Persecution, instead of stamp- 
ing cut believers, has always added to their numbers. 

hen a blade of wheat springs up sometimes the 
wheat fly pierces it and lays its eggs within. Then 
the grubs come out and devour it all, but what at first 
seems fatal to its fruitfulness’ proves to be for its 
greatest good. By the death of the first shoot the 
new side feeders become more firmly established in 
the soil, and in place of one ear many are put forth. 

The disciples were scattered abroad. upon the perse- 
cution that arose about Stephen.—From the Sunday 
School Chronicle, Sent by Mrs. M, Watts, Norbury, 
London, Eng. Prize illustration. 

What Do You Measure By?—He was @ good man, 
and fulk of the Holy Ghost and of. faith (v. 24). It 
tickles me to see an old sinner come in and pull out an 
old lame and dwarfed member of the Church, lay him 
down and measure by him, and say, “Look here, boys, I 
am as long, as broad, and as good as this member of 
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the Church!” Why don’t you go and 
pick out one of those grand old Chris- 
tians? Because you would look like a 
rat-terrier lying by an elephant.—lrom 
Sam P. Jones. Sent by W. R. Clark, 
Redruth, Eng. 


That He Might Give.—According to 
his ability (v. 29). Some years ago there 
was in Yorkshire a good old man who 
showed by his works that he desired 
God’s Kingdom to come. He had been 
for many years a subscriber to a Church 
Society, which is still doing a great work 
in promoting the spread of Christ’s King- 
dom. At one time he had saved a little 
money, but his sons had lost it by enter- 
ing unsuccessfully into larger manufac- 
tures. The collector called upon him and 
said, “I suppose I must not ask for your 
subscription now that you have lost so 
much?”, “Nay,” he replied, “here it is. 
I have saved it up!” And opening a 
drawer he counted out ten shillings in sil- 
ver and copper; saying as he did so, “I 
have nought now but what my lads allow 
monthly for railway fare to Huddersfield 
and back, and I’ve walked it!” That is 
to say, when seventy-eight years of age 
this brave old man had walked no less 
than a hundred and twenty miles at dif- 
ferent times that he might have where- 
with to give to God.—Source uncertain, 
Sent by W. R. Clark, Redruth, Eng. 


What is a Christian?—The disciples 
were called Christians first in Antioch 
(Golden Text). 


=a 


is all, and in all (Col. 3:11). 


me me] 


Am 
Nothing but a sinner saved by grace 
through faith (Eph. 2:8). 
—From an English tract. Sent by the 


Rev. Gurn Manickam, Mannargudi, Tan- 
jore Dist., S. India. 


4 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“We've a story to tell to the nations.” 
“Go to the deeps of God’s promise.” 
“Take time to be holy.” 

“Pentecostal power.” i: 

“How firm a foundation.” 

“Rock of ages.” 

“We would see Jesus.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 

“The Story of Thy Love” (294 : 1-3). 

Psalm 145 : 1-21. 
3, 2). 

Psalm 100 : 1-5. 
“O All Ye Peoples” (141 : 1-3). 

Psalm 66 : 8-20. 
“Proclaim Ye His Glory” (273 : 1-3). 
Psalm 135 : 1, 1§-18. 
“The King Divine’ (104 : 1-3). 
Psalm 45:1, 2, 6, 7, 16, 17. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee for the scattering of the 
Gospel abroad, even though through perse- 
cution. We are conscious that our days 
are far too easy to enable us to realize the 
full meaning of persecution. How little we 
have had to bear for thee! How little we 
know of what the early servants of the 
cross had to bear! Lord, wilt thou teach 
us the deep lessons of faithfulness and cour- 
age, and our utter need of complete reliance 
upon thyself, to the end that our testimony 
may be true and undimmed, and that much 
people may be added unto the Lord. In 
thy dear name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—There is a place 
in a beautiful Sunday-school room of a 
city church where, many years-ago, a 
faithful pastor knelt with one of his 
young men, and just there prayed for 
the one who was in that moment for the 
first time making his decision for Christ. 
That young man, now past middle life, 
never goes back to that room, which he 
is enabled to see occasionally, without 
deep gratitude for the place, for the 
friends who brought that decision to pass. 


“True to His Word” (201 : 
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Where was it that the disciples were first 
called Christians? Yes, in Antioch. How 
many of us here to-day are glad to be 
called Christians, through our acceptance 
of Christ as our Saviour, and our will- 
ingness to follow him? Yes, a great 
many of us are, and yet there are some 
who cannot honestly call themselves 
Christians to-day because they have not 
quite believed the Lord Jesus, and have 
not decided to follow him. Why not 
trust him? Why not let this very place 





MY TITLE 


Son ek 


IS IT YOURS? 











in which we are, be the place of won- 
derfully blessed memories because just 
here, on this very day, we have decided 
that our name shall be “Christian” hence- 
forward? Do any of us need a new 
name? One man who has no honorary 
degrees to put after his name loves to 
call himself “S. S. ” which simply 
means “sinner saved by grace.”’ Wouldn't 
= like to put that title after your name? 

et us pray. 

PHILADELPHIA, 

. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Beginning: “The Hand of the Lord.” 

Discussion: What special need has a 
fellow for God’s hand to-day? What 
connects a fellow’s hand with God’s 
hand? What may be expected from such 
a connection? 


Objective: Clean hands in God’s Hand. 











AY, fellows, our story to-day about 

the growth of the Church at Antioch 
shows the working of God’s Hand. 
“The hand of the Lord was with them: 
and a great number that believed turned 
unto the Lord.” 

I watched the steam shovel at the ex- 
cavation, picking up with methodical reg- 
ularity a ton of rock and dirt at a time, 
wresting it from its firm lodging in the 
embankment, swinging around and spill- 
ing it upon the waiting truck—to be 


carted away. I thought of the hand of 
the Lord. How mighty, how moving, 
how invincible is the hand of the Lord. 
Man’s most impressive machinery is but 
a faint suggestion of that Mighty Hand. 

And yet, in the providence of God, 
you fellows will have placed in your 
hands a vastly expanded equipment de- 
veloped through human genius. In the 
matter of tools to work with and in- 
creased effectiveness of machinery and 
facilities, your little finger will be as your 
father’s thigh (to borrow Rehoboam’s fig- 
ure) and woe be unto you and woe be unto 
the world, if your wisdom and training 
shall not have kept pace. 

God’s Word carries highly suggestive 
figures. The hand is the symbol of 
power. It is the doing member of your 
body. It is the hand that grasps the hilt 
of the sword, the handle of the plow, the 
neck of the pen, the lancet, the paint 
brush, or the chisel. Lowell says: 
“Every man’s work is born with him, and 
tools to work withal, and blessed be the 
horny hands of toil.” 

But, oh, fellows, how tremendously im- 
portant that your hand be God-guided, 
God-strengthened, and God-filled! 

Jonathan went out into the wilderness 
to where David his friend was in hiding, 
and “strengthened his hand in God” (1 
Sam. 23:16) and he told him to fear not 
the hand of Saul, the king. Always with 
the God-strengthened hand there is a 
“fear not.” 

I remember how it thrilled me when a 
great man laid his hand on my shoulder. 
I stood in awe of him. I never thought 
he could notice me, a mere youth; but 
he laid his hand on me. I felt the pres- 
sure of it, the warm encouragement of 
his pulse beat; I saw the sympathy in his 
eye and felt it in his voice. Life struck 
a higher level for me that day, and I 
made a bound forward. 

What must it be to have the hand of 
the Lord God laid upon you? To have 
your own hand strengthened in the Lord! 
Listen, fellows, here’s a secret. That same 
David sang it, “Who shall ascend into 
the hill of the Lord? or who shall stand 
in his holy place? He that hath clean 
hands, and a pure heart; who hath not 
lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn 
deceitfully. He shall receive the bless- 
ing from the Lord, and righteousness 
from the God of his salvation’! (Psa. 


24: 3-5.) 

It was God’s hand upon Barnabas that 
kept him clean and generous and free 
from jealousy. It led him to Paul at 





Tarsus and enabled him to lay the hand 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 





“And the hand of 


the Lord was with 
them: and a great 
number believed, 
and turned unto 
the Lord.” Acts 11:21. 
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of encouragement and inspiration upon 
that great servant of God when he sorely 
needed it. 
God’s hand of power operates through 
those who place their hands in his, 
_ Where are your hands, fellows? What 
is filling them? Are they clean? Let 
the Lord cleanse them and use them! 
GreENszoro, N. C, 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


BY us begin the lesson this week by 
looking back a little while. We re- 
member that the believers were scattered 
by persecution, about the time Stephen 
was stoned, and Saul was using all his 
power to destroy the followers of Jesus. 
We have seen how Philip carried the 
Good News to Samaria, and Peter 
preached and worked miracles at Lydda 
and Joppa, and then opened the door to 
the outside people of Czsarea. 

In our lesson for this week, we shall 
see how people who were not apostles — 
just plain believers —carried the Good 
News to. far-away Cyprus, and away 
north to Phoenicia, and some went as far 
north as Antioch, in Syria. (If we have 
a map, it will help to point out thése 
places.) At first these people spoke only 
to Jews, but after a time, perhaps after 
Peter had, opened the door of the King- 
dom at Czsarea, they began to tell the 
Good News to the Gentiles at Antioch. 
These outside people believed, and turned 
to the Lord, and a great revival was be- 
gun up at Antioch. 

The apostles at Jerusalem knew that 
these new believers needed to be told how 
to live, so they sent Barnabas to teach 
them. (Here we might see how many 
of the children remember meeting Barna- 
oe before, and what they can tell about 

im. 

When Barnabas reached Antioch he 
told those who had just believed to keep 
close to the Lord. Many people in that 
large heathen city, hearing the good tid- 
ings for the first time, turned to the Lord. 
Barnabas needed help to teach all these 
people, and perhaps the Holy Spirit told 
him to go for Saul. Saul had been at 
his home in Tarsus for several years. 
Tarsus was about fifty miles across a lit- 
tle bay from Antioch. So Barnabas went 
for him, and brought him to Antioch. 
Here. they worked together for a year, 
and taught many people. Here the fol- 
lowers of Jesus were first called Chris- 
tians. How sweet it would be if we 
were all worthy of this beautiful name! 

During these glad days God warned 
his people through a prophet of Jeru- 
salem, that there was going to be a great 
famine. The Christians in Antioch de- 
cided to send help to the famine sufferers 
in Judea. They sent it to the elders at 
Jerusalem, by Barnabas and Saul. In our 
lesson next week we shall learn some- 
thing that happened while Saul and Bar- 
nabas were in Jerusalem. 

Let us close the lesson by singing the 
little consecration hymn, “I’ll go where 
you want me to go.” (It will be well to 
read the hymn to the children first, and 
et them see its meaning before singing 
it. 

Cuirnton, S. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. THe Church in a crisis. 
2. The man for the crisis. 











6 A CHRISTIAN! Are you one of 
that queer sort?” This was the 
rejoinder — almost a sneer —that Marian 
got for declining to go to a Sunday 
“party” with a young medical student 
who had “fallen” for her, quite hard, when 
she went to the University Commence- 
ment to see her brother take his degree. 
He had pressed her for her reason for 
declining, which at last she gave. 
“I only wish I had been ‘queer’ enough 
for you to know it without my having 
to tell you,” was her quiet reply. “The 


“ 




















— 


7 Mitte 


much ‘be either black or white, and evi- 
dently the new church there “walked in | 


Lesson for June 14 
Acts 11 : 19-30 


first ones were, and the best ones always 
are, and I hope I shall be at least enough 
like my Master to be recognized as be- 
longing to him, after this.” 

3 Those followers of the Christ, at An- 
tioch, were so like their Lord that others 
called them by his Name, and they seem 
to have been the first group who did so 
impress outsiders — at least, the wonder- | 
ful name started right there, in that most | 
profligate of Greek-Roman cities. 
has ever been hard to live the separated 
life anywhere, it was hard in beautiful, 
wicked old Antioch. Do your girls know | 
anything at all about its splendors and 
gaiety, its cosmopolitan population, its de- 





graded sensuality? Tell them enough for}. 


them to appreciate the miracle of the 
great crisis in the new faith which de- 
veloped right there— where human rea- 
son would last have expected it. There 
could be no gray lines in Antioch, all 


white,” and gave the ages to come that 


‘most honored and beautiful of all names 


— “Christ-ians.” 
2. Take them to Tarsus, with good Bar- 
nabas, who, Jew as he was, rejoiced in 


-the spread of his faith to the Greeks of 


Antioch, Note that it was other Jews, 
like him, from Cyprus and Cyrene, who 


took the Good News first to Antioch. 


-What do you think he found Saul doing, 


in his old home? Now at last, after 
years of waiting with only closed doors 
around him, Saul accepts God’s evident 
lead and enters upon his world-wide 
mission — beginning with a fruitful year 
in Antioch. Here is your opportunity to 
show your girls how everything in Saul’s 
life, up to this point, was a part of his 
God-directed training which fitted him so 
well for this unexpected task, No Jew 
from Jerusalem, however devoted to 
Jesus rist, could have been so fit for 
use by “the strong hand of the Lord” 
in Antioch as was this one from another 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





The Church én Antioch 


Mitty 


Acts 1:22. 





v. 23. 
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Greek-Roman city. God knew the crisis 
was coming and where, and God had pre- 
pared the man for it. Are girls lending 
themselves to his preparation for what- 
ever place of service he knows is coming? 


Home Study 


Study the details of Saul’s prepara- 
tion for Christ’s service in these pas- 
sages: Acts 22:3, 4; Philippians 3:5, 6; 


If it} 2 Corinthians 11:22; 18:3; 20:34. 


Decatur, Ga, 


. Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the Lesson of June 7) 

1. Reter was at Joppa, in a great revival. 

2. This week we study about the meeting 
in Czsarea. ; 

3. Moses: Cf. Exodus 3: 11,-12; 4% 1-5, 10- 
13. Ananias. Acts 9 : 13-16. 

4. By no means. God had laid down spe- 
cific laws against eating the flesh of cer- 
tain animals, insects, and the like. But here 
God was teaching Peter that a new dispen- 
sation had dawned. 


5. It is subsequent in the account to the 
conversion of Saul who was to be a chosen 
vessel to the Gentiles. 

6. At Pentecost — Acts 2: 39. 

7. Matthew 28 : 19, 20. 


8. Acts 11:15-18. Putting the vision into 
practise. 


9. The Holy Spirit. 


ro. Cesarea is on the Mediterranean Sea 
about thirty miles north of Joppa. 


11. Judges 13:6 gives the words of Man- 
oah’s wife, describing to her husband the 
“very terrible” countenance of the angel of 
the Lord who foretold the birth of Samson. 


12, Acts 11:14 records Peter’s words (his 
account of this whole affair to the Jewish 
Christians in Jerusalem) wherein he says the 
full message of that angel who appeared 
to Cornelius was to send for Peter, “who 
shall speak unto thee words whereby thou 
shalt be saved, thou and all thy house.” 
Full salvation comes only through the knowl- 
edge and acceptance of Jesus Christ as Sav- 
iour. 


13. The fact that the Lord took such pains 
to have the Gospel message sent to one who 
was so unusual in his devotion. 

14. The acceptance by us of the gPace of 
God that teaches us how to live (Titus 2: 
23, 12). 

1s. “Every member of his household” 
(Weymouth) was, like himself, religious and 
God-fearing. He had ready to hear Peter’s 
message “all his relatives and intimate 
friends.” His very subordinate soldiers had 
caught his ideals (Acts 10:2 and 7 and 24). 

16. That scribe who came asking Jesus con- 
cerning the first commandment, to whom our 
Lord made full reply, concluding with “Thou 
art not far from the kingdom of God,” like 
this Roman captain, only needed that last 
step— acceptance of Jesus Christ as Sav- 
iour and Lord. 

17. Where man lives up to the light he has 
God will always give more light (Jer. 29: 
13; Matt. 7:7). 

18. Because, according to Dr. Scofield, here- 
tofore the Gospel had been offered to Jews 
only and the Holy Spirit bestowed through 
apostolic mediation. Now the Holy Spirit 
is given without delay, mediation, or other 
condition than simple faith in Jesus Christ. 

19. John 14:26 records these words of 
Jesus: The Holy Spirit shall “bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said unto you.” 
Acts 11:16 says (Peter’s words), “And I re- 
membered the word of the Lord,” and so on. 


Reading Suggestions for the Whole 
Bible Course, Lesson 11, June 14 


These books may be had from the Sunday 
School Times Company; Philadelphia. 


The Coming Day. By Ford C. Ottman, 
D.D. A little book giving the main teachings 
of prophecy in relation to Christ’s return so 
simply expressed that one who has not 
studied this truth can readily trace it through 
the Word. For individual study or class use. 
Boards, 75 cents; cloth, 90 cents. 


The Kingdom in History and Prophecy. By 
Lewis Sperry Chafer, “Should we plan for 
and look forward to the conversion of the 
world and the regeneration of society by 
means of Evangelization, or should we hope 
for such a consummation at the personal re- 
turn of Christ? $1. 

What Do the Prophets Say? By Dr. C. 1. 
Scofield. $1.25. 


Israel and the Church, Brookes, $1.00. 
Addresses on Prophecy, Scofield, 75 cents. 


The Second Coming of Christ, Haldeman, 
$1.75. 


Lectures on the Revelation, Kelly, $3.00. 
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The Whole Bible Lesson Course 


Issued by the Christian Fundamentals Association 
Lesson 11. June 14. God the Son : His Coming for His Saints. 1 Thess. 4: 13-18. 


Golden Text.—And if I go and prepare a place for you, I come again, and will receive 
you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may be also.—John 14: 3 














Lesson Calendar 


Great Doctrines of the Bible 


. June 21—God the Son: His Coming 
with His Saints ....... Revelation 19 : 1I-ar 
Golden Text: 2 Thessalonians 1 : 10 


13, June 28.—Review.....-+.seeees John 14: 1-17 
Golden Text: John 11 : 40 
14. July s—God the Holy Spirit: His 
Personality ..sccccesessesseces John 16:7-1§ 
Golden Text: Ephesians 4 : 30 
1s. July 12—God the Holy Spirit: His 
AVENE cescsecseseseees sccccceesACts 2 3 I-23 


How to Master This Lesson 


By Lewis Sperry Chafer 


President of the Evangelical Theological 
College of Dallas, Texas 


HE doctrine chosen for this lesson 

is one of the most important themes 
of unfulfilled prophecy. _ The student 
should be reminded that prophecy is 
God’s pre-written history and is there- 
fore as credible as other parts of the 
Scriptures. ‘Almost one-fourth, of the 
Bible was in the form of prediction when 
it was written. Much has been fulfilled, 
and in every case its fulfilment has been 
the most literal realization of all that was 
prophesied. As pre-announced many cen- 
turies before the birth of Christ, he, 
when he came, was of the tribe of Judah, 
a son of Abraham, a son of David, born 
of a virgin in Bethlehem. In like man- 
ner, the explicit details of his death fore- 
told in Psalm 22 & thousand years before 
were precisely fulfilled. . 

The Word of God also presents much 
prophecy which at the present time is un- 
fulfilled and it is reasonable as well as 
honoring to God to believe that it will be 
fulfilled in the same faithfulness which 
has characterized all his works to the 
present hour. 

The fact that Christ is to return to this 
earth as he went — “this same Jesus,” in 
his resurrection body, and on the clouds 
of heaven. (Acts 1:11) —is so clearly 
and extensively taught in the prophetic 
Scriptures that this truth has been in- 
cluded in all the great creeds of Chris- 
tendom. However, the doctrine of the 
return of Christ demands most careful 
and discriminating consideration.  - 

The lesson committee has rightfully 
distinguished between two yet future 
events by: ‘assigning the study of one— 
Christ coming for his saints —to this les- 
son, and the study of the other — Christ 
coming with his saints—to the follow- 
ing lesson. Though but oné aspect of 
truth is indicated by each of these titles, 
the Scriptures reveal that much more will 
be accomplished in each of these events 
than the titles suggest. Conforming to 
the incomplete statement of truth pro- 
posed by these titles, we observe that in 
the body of Scripture: assigned to this 
lesson, Christ is seen: descending into the 
air and there recéiving to himself the 
saints who are caught ‘up from the earth 
to meet him — some of these to-be raised 
from the dead and some to be translated 
from the living state (1 Cor. 15:22, 23, 
51, 52). However, in that body of Scrip- 
ture assigned to-the néxt lesson, he is 
seen descending to the earth (Zech. 14: 
4-7) with his glorified saints as his bride 
attending (Rev. 19:7, 8, 14; Jude 14), to 
sit upon t’.e throne of David (Luke 1: 
32), which is also “the throne of his 
glory” (Matt. 25:31). Though these 
two events differ in every particular, they 
are often confused, and for this reason 
this lesson should be closely compared 
with the one which is to follow. | 

In contemplating the prophetic doctrine 
of Christ’s coming fer his saints, it should 
be noted: 

First—The order of these two events 
is obvious: Christ cannot come to the 


‘ever with the Lord. 





earth with his saints until he shall have 
come for them. They must be gathered 
together “unto him” (2 Thess. 2:1) be- 
fore they can “appear with him” in glory 
(Col. 3:4). Though these events are 
probably separated by only a brief period 
of time, according to prophecy, there is 
much to be fulfilled between these events 
which is world transforming (2 Thess. 
StS. Ee REV. a: t. 19S 10). 

Second.—The long predicted second 
coming of Christ to this earth will be 
completely fulfilled when he comes with 
his saints, and, therefore, the coming of 
Christ for his own sustains no relation to 
it whatsoever. The two events are not 
two phases or aspects of one divine un- 
dertaking. The Scriptures present the 
coming of Christ for his own as a mystery 
or sacred secret (1 Cor, 15:51) — mean- 
ing something hitherto unrevealed, but to 
be understood after it is divinely dis- 
closed (Deut. 29: 29; Matt. 13:35). The 
New Testament revelation concerning 
Christ’s coming for his own could not 
have been seen in the Old Testament since 
it is only one aspect of truth (God’s way 
of taking his people out of the world) 
related to the Church which is itself a 
sacred secret, having been nowhere di- 
rectly anticipated in the Old Testament, 
Likewise, the Church could not have been 
revealed in the Old Testament since it is 
only one of the divine purposes in the 
present age, which age is itself a sacred 
secret, not having been revealed in the 
Old Testament (Matt. 13:11). In con- 
trast to all this, the second coming of 
Christ is in no sense a mystery or sacred 
secret, since it is one of the most im- 
portant themes of the Old Testament 
(Deut. 30:3; Psa. 2: 1-9; 24: 1-10; 50: 
1-5; 96: 10-13; Isa. 11:10, 11; Jer. 23: 
Gs Eevee. 473at, Ze: Dat. 7233, 143 
Zech. 2: 10, 12). 

Third—As revealed in the Scriptures, 
his coming for his saints is the next event 
in the order of the fulfilment of proph- 
ecy, and is, therefore, that for which the 
child of God should be waiting (1 Thess. 
1:9, 10), and looking (Phil. 3:20; Titus 
2:11-14; Heb. 9:28) and which he 
should be loving (2 Tim. 4:8). 

The Scripture bearing on the coming 
of Christ for his own is explicit: In 1 
Thessalonians 4: 13-18 it is revealed that 
when Christ comes the “dead in Christ” 
will rise first and the living saints, to- 
gether with them, will be caught up in 
the air to meet the Lord and to be for- 
In 1 Corinthians 
15: 51-53, the same fact of the resurrec- 
tion of the “dead in Christ” and the trans- 
formation of the living is set forth; but 
with the added revelation that the trans- 
lation and transformation of the living 
saints will be as sudden as. “the twinkling 
of an eye,” and at the sounding of the 
“last trump.” In John 14: 1-3, it is dis- 
closed that Christ will receive his own 
unto himself: not into the mansions, but 
into the place which he has gone to pre- 
pare. Again, in Philippians 3: 20, 21, it 
is stated that at his coming “he shall 
change our vile body, that it may be 
fashioned like unto his glorious body, ac- 
cording to the working whereby he is 
able even to subdue all things unto him- 
self.’ In like manner, the time of 
Christ’s coming for his own will be the 
time when they shall appear before his 
judgment seat to receive their rewards 
for service (1 Cor. 3: 11-15; Matt. 16: 
27: Luke 14:14; 1 Cor. 4:5; 2 Tim. 4: 
8; 2 Cor. 5:10). 

As certainly as the coming of Christ 
for his saints is not revealed in the Old 
Testament, so certainly it has no rela- 
tion to the unsaved. To the Christian, 
however, it is, in the purpose of God: 

1. A Comforting Hope—Comfort is 
derived from the fact that Christ may 
come at any time and that there is not 
a whole lifetime, necessarily, or until 
death, before the believer may see his 
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Lord, and also from the fact that when 
he shall come the child of God will be 
instantly in the presence and fellowship 
of those loved ones who were saved and 
ee have gone on before (1 Thess. 4: 
18). 

2. A Purifying Hope—No one can 
contemplate the fact that Christ may 
come at any moment and not have his 
hr affected by that belief (1 John 
Si 1-8). 

3. A Blessed Hope—rThere is noth- 
ing comparable to the expectation that, 
through riches of grace, the saved one 
will see his Lord face to face, be with 
him, and be like him (John 14:3; 1 
Thess. 4:17; 1 John 3:3). 

Dattas, TEx. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Kate Tarlton 


HEN some one whom you love goes 

away you feel lonesome and _ sad. 
But when that some one tells you he is 
coming back again you begin to look for- 
ward to his return. (Illustrate with a 
letter from grandmother saying she is 
coming at a certain time and the prep- 
aration:) ; 

Jesus wrote a letter to you and said he 
was coming back. He said for you to 
watch and be ready at any moment, for 
no man would know the day or the hour 
of his coming. (In brief tell of Jesus 
talking with his disciples in John 14.) 
He said he must first prepare a place and 
then he would come for them. 

When Jesus led his disciples out and 
blessed them, and slowly went up into 
the heavens, they stood gazing after him. 
And they wondered how long Jesus would 
be away as they looked through their 
tears. God sent two angels to speak to 
them. (Quote Acts 1: 9-11.) 

So from that day the disciples told the 
sweet story of Jesus as Saviour, Inter- 
cessor, and Coming One. 

When the Apostle Paul was preaching 
he was asked by some people about what 
would happen to their loved ones who 
were asieep in their graves when Christ 
returned. Have you wondered how your 
loved ones will rise out of their graves 
and what kind of bodies they will have? 
Listen to the words of the Lord spoken 
by Paul. (Read and explain Thessalo- 
nians 4: 13-18. Give the events and stress 
the happy reunion of families with this 
central thought “and so shall we ever 
be with the Lord.”) This will all happen 
as quickly as the twinkling of an eye 
(1_ Cor. 15:51, 52). 

Jesus told us what will happen when 
he comes for his loved ones (Matt. 24: 
32-44). There will be separation. (Im- 
press the thought that Jesus is coming 
for only those who love him. All others 
are to be left on this earth, where sin will 
reign.) 

Just one thing settles whether a person 
is taken or left. It is spelied s-i-n. If 
a person has repented of sin and believed 
on Jesus he will be caught up with the 
Lord, whether asleep in the grave or 
living on the earth. 

In our Bible School a class of Junior 
boys read from their Bibles the Scrip- 
tures we are studying to-day. A bright 
boy thought of his unsaved father who 
never read his Bible or went to church. 
He quickly realized that his father would 
be left if Jesus came before he was saved. 

This man, a traveling salesman, was 
out of the city and the boy could hardly 
wait for his return. He arrived in time 
for Sunday morning breakfast; the boy 
looked up into his face and said, “Papa, 
when Jesus comes are you gving to be 
left?” The father did not understand un- 
til the boy explained his Bible lesson. 
As he talked, the father, mother, little 
sister, and saintly grandmother were in 
tears. The father realized that he was 
not ready to go with his family when 
Jesus comes. Are you ready to go to 
meet him? 

Memory Verses 


Cradle Roll: 1 Thessalonians 4: 16a, 
“For the Lord himself shall descend from 
heaven with a shout.” 


Beginners: 1 Thessalonians 4: 16a. 
Primary: 1 Thessalonians 4: 16. 
Fort Worth, TEx. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





June 21. Life as a Hurdle Race. Heb. 12: 1-4. 

June 28. My Answer to the Missionary Chal- 
lenge. Isa. 6:8, 9; 1 Thess, 2: 8. 

July 5. What Makes a Nation Great? - Deut. 
28:1-14. (Patriotic conseeration meeting.) 

July 12. The Beatitudes of the New Testa- 
ment. Matt. 5: 1-12; John 20:29; Rom. 
4:7. 





Sunday, June 14 


Leadership : ‘Its Price and Its Rewards 
(2 Cor. 12 : 11-21; 2 Tim. 4 : 6-8) 


Mon.—Price: obedience (Num. 14 : 264). 

Tues.—Reward: influence (Josh. 24 : 
14-28). 

Wed.—Price: sacrifice (Phil. 3:7-9, 17). 

Thurs.—Reward: helpfulness (1 Thess, 2: 
19, 20). 

Fri.—Price: humility (Num. 124: I-13). 

Sat.—Reward: power (1 Kings 18 : 17-46). 


What does leadership mean? 

How can Christian Endeavor train us for 
leadership? 

What are the goals of leadership? 


OMMENTING upon the striking 

characteristics of the American In- 
dians, Ridpath, in his “History of the 
United States,” says of the Indian chief- 
tain, “His authority and right of com- 
mand extended no farther than the fore- 
most in danger, most cunning in strategy, 
and bravest in battle.” 

God chooses his leaders on a somewhat 
different basis, and yet they too must 
have the qualities of fearlessness that 
characterized the Indian chieftains, God 
could make of Abraham a great leader 
because of his implicit faith. Moses 
could be used for the gigantic task of 
leading a nation from Egypt to the Prom- 
ised Land because of his meekness “above 
all men” (Num. 12:3), He could raise 
up Samuel to be a wise Judge over Is- 
rael because of his implicit obedience. 
Paul could be developed into the great 
missionary apostle because he “counted 
all things but loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus” his Lord. 
Christ himself gives us the key to great- 
ness and to leadership in Matthew 20: 26, 
27, “Whosoever will be great among you, 
let him be your minister; and whosoever 
will be chief among you, let him be your 
servant.” 

It has been said that there are so few 
great Christian leaders because there are 
so few who are willing to pay the price 
of leadership. To do his.work, God must 
have men and women who are willing to 
trust him, to be humble, to be obedient, to 
put him first at any cost to self. Would 
you be a leader for the Lord Jesus Christ? 
Then you must pay the price. 

we 


As we look at our lives most of us 
realize how far short we come of the 
ideal set before us, for that ideal is not 
Abraham, or Moses, or Samuel, or Paul, 
but the Lord Jesus Christ himself. He 
was the perfection of which these other 
extraordinary leaders were merely faint 
reflections. We may say that it is im- 
possible for us ever to be the kind of 
leader the Lord Jesus Christ would have 
us be, and it is, in our own strength. 
But the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 
is just as sufficiept for every believer to- 
day as it was for Paul (2 Cor. 12:9), 
and the weakest Christian, when filled 
with the strength which the Lord is wait- 
ing to pour into the willing heart, can 
be strong in the power of his might. 


Our Christian Endeavor Societies will 
bring us opportunities for development in 
true Christian leadership just in propor- 
tion as we are willing to lean hard upon 
the resources of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Without him we may be able to acquire 
an outward semblance of leadership. We 
may acquire a readiness of speech and a 
certain amount of wisdom in the conduct 
of the society, but where will our leader- 
ship carry those who are following it if 
we aré not linked up in close fellowship 
with Christ? We cannot but lead others 
astray by such a leadership. On the other 





hand, God can teach us many rich lessons 
in faith, in obedience, in humility, and in 
selflessness right in our young people’s 
society if we will only let him. 

What are the rewards of true Chris- 
tian leadership? There is the joy of 
leading others to the Lord, and of help- 
ing them in their Christian walk (1 
Thess. 2:19, 20). God will pour many 
such joys into the life of a Christian 
leader, but the true leader does not count 
such rewards as compared to the knowl- 
edge of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the 
sheer joy of doing his will, which is be- 
yond measure, and which will be more 
than payment for any hardship or sacri- 
fice that we may be called upon to make. 


Am I willing to pay the price of true 
Christian leadership? 


Am [I willing to be a leader in a small 
and difficult place? 


Am I thinking more of being a leader 
than of being a servant? 


PHILADELPHIA, 





Girls’ Problems of To-day 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 





Questions for answer, and other com- 
munications, may be addressed to Mother 
Ruth, The Sunday School Times, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia. No names 
or addresses or identity will be published 
in The Sunday School Times; and if 
questions are too personal for an answer 
in these columns, Mother Ruth will be 
glaa to reply individually if possible, if 
return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: I have watched for 
your letters each week and have found 
your answers instructive. While my question 
does not deal with girls, I will look and hope 
for an answer. 

My boy, sixteen years old, is in a large 
Sunday-school class, most of the boys, well, 
I will say thirty-five out of the sixty in the 
class, have just united with the church. 
Some were the bad boys of the town and are 
still with their old companions. 

Now my son associates with them not only 
in class, but in school; brings them home 
with him where he has younger sisters. Is 
there not grave danger? What must I do? 
As a Christian I cannot forbid it and he is 
not strong enough but what he may be in- 
fluenced; his character is not formed and it 
is still true that the bad boy always pulls 
the good boy. Any advice will be sincerely 
appreciated by—A MOTHER. 


EAR “MOTHER”: I appreciate 
your anxiety for your children, and 
can see the mother-care that you are ex- 
erting over your household. God will 
bless this to the good of your children! 
One of the saddest experiences a 
mother has is to. recognize her inability 
to meet life for her children. If she 
could only take the temptations that they 
must encounter, for her own, and han- 
dle and discharge them, it would be the 
easiest way to solve the sin that must 
be met. To teach the boy and the girl 
to be overcomers through the power that 
can frustrate all temptations, and make 
the finest characters of them, is the priv- 
ilege of motherhood. 

That you should have this careful over- 
sight in the associates of your home is 
as it should be, but you want to develop 
your children, so they may choose the 
good and refuse the evil. You remem- 
ber when Jesus prayed in that seventeenth 
chapter of John he said, in the fifteenth 
verse, “I pray not that thou shouldest 
take them out of the world, but that thou 
shouldest keep them from the evil” ! They 
must meet evil in this world, and the 
work of you as a Christian mother is 
to help them to see the “exceeding hate- 
fulness of sin” and to choose godliness in 
preference. 

I think you are a fortunate mother that 
they bring these young folks to your 
home and that you can have this over- 
sight of them. Try to keep their confi- 
dence and know all that is going on if 
you can do so, without making yourself ob- 
trusive to them, and you can do a great 
deal of good, and you will find they will 
come to you with their problems, and 
their difficulties, and you can lead them 
in the right path. Oh, the influence of 
a good home on the youth of to-day can- 
not he estimated! Help your children 
to help others in the choice of the things 
that stand for the highest and best! 
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Let those young people know that in 
your home they: will ever find a strong- 
hold against sin, and a refuge, such as 
given by the dear Lord, “to-cover them 
with his feathers!” Pray to be wise 
and tactful, that you may defeat the wiles 
of the adversary ! . 


w 
For Children at Home 


Singers of the Night — 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HERE are certain bird-notes that 

strike strange chords whose vibrations 
are lost in a mist of dreams. I remem- 
ber a little runaway boy who stood in a 
clover field in a*gray twilight, and heard 
the clanging calls of wild geese shouting 
down from mid-sky. Frightened, he ran 
home a vast distance — at least the width 
of two fields. As he ran, there seemed 
to come back to him the memory of a 
forgotten dream, if it were a dream, in 
which he lay in another land, on a chill 
hillside. Overhead in the darkness 
passed a burst of triumphant music and 
the strong singing of voices not of this 


earth. From that day the trumpet-notes ' 


of the wild geese in the night bring back 


| through the fog of the drifting years 


that same dream to him who heard them 
first in that faraway, long-ago clover 
field. 

A few years ago there was a night of 
April storm. Until midnight the house 
creaked and rattled and clattered under 
a screaming gale. Then the wind died 
down, and a dense fog covered the streets 
of the little town. Suddenly overhead 
sounded the clang and clamor of a lost 
flock of geese that circled and quartered 
over the house back and forth through 
the mist. That night the dream came 
back so vividly that, even after the 
dreamer awoke he seemed to feel the 
cold dew of that hillside and hear an 
echo of the singing voices. : 

One winter afternoon I came home 
from a long walk through snow and sleet. 
Towards night the clouds rolled back, 
and in the west the sky was a mass of 
flame, with pools of sapphire-blue and 
rose-red cloud. Above, in a stretch of 
pure cool apple-green, floated the newest 
of new moons. As the after-glow ebbed, 
one by one all the wondrous tints merged 
into a great bank of amber that barred 
the dark for long. Just before it faded 
in the last moments of the twilight, there 
shuddered across the evening air the 
sweetést, saddest note that can be heard 
in all winter musie. 

It was a tremolo, wailing little cry that 
always makes me think of the children 
the pyxies stole, who can be heard now 
and again in the twilight, or before dawn, 
calling, calling vainly for one long gone. 
In the dim light, in a near-by tree, I 
could see the eartufts of the little red- 
brown screech-owl. Like the beat of un- 
seen wings, his voice trembled again and 
again through the air, and answering 
him, I called him up to within six feet 
of me. Around and around my head he 
flew like a great moth, his soft muffled 
wings making not the faintest breath of 
sound, unfil at last he drifted away into 
the dark. 

That night the temperature rose, un- 
til the very breath of spring seenied to 
be in the air; and early the next morn- 
ing, before even the faint glimmer of 
the dawn-dusk had shown, I was awak- 
ened by hearing a croon so soft and sweet 
that it ran for long through my dreams 
without waking me. Again and again -it 
sounded, like the singing ripple of a 
trout brook or the happy little cradle- 
song that a mother ruffed grouse makes 
when she broods her leaf-brown chicks. 
I recognized the love-song of the little 


owl, months before its time—a_ song’ 


which belongs to the nights when the air 
is full of spring scents and hyla-calls. 
Another singer of the night is the whip- 
poor-will. When I lived farther out in 
the country than I do now, for. two suc- 
cessive years I was awakened at two 
o’clock in the morning by a whip-poor- 
will passing north and singing in the 
near-by woods. The third year he broke 
all records by alighting on my lawn at 
sunset in late April. There, under a pink 
dogwood tree which stood like a statue 








Lesson for June 14 
Aets ‘11 : 19-30 - « 





Investment 


Without Care 
There are cares connected with nearly 
every form of investment. Securities 
may be affected by. changed condi- 
tions or may mature, making it neces- 
sary to reinvest the money. There is 
the constant necessity of cutting and 
collecting coupons. 


Avoid Cares 


- Investing In 
National Bible Institute 
Annuity Bonds 


1.—The enagrey oe behind them is the highest 


evel, 
Now York Real Estate used for Christian 
Education and Mission Work. 





. 2.—The annual return which corresponds to 
interest on bonds is —- liberal 
and continues during li 
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Beyond all, the money is constantly 


at wérk extending the Gospel at home 
and abroad 


For rates and detailed information 
address: 
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NEW YORK CITY. 
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of spring, he sang for ten minutes. Only 
once before have I ever heard a whip- 

r-will sing in the daylight. Once at 
igh noon in the pine-barrens one burst 
out so loud and ringingly that the pine 
warbler sto his trilling and the 
prairie warbler his seven wire-thin notes 
which run up the scale. 
as. when the Lone Wolf gave tongue to. 
the midnight hunting chorus for Mowgli 
at the edge of the jungle by day. 

Now, when I live nearer civilization, 
and alas! farther from the birds, I have 
to travel far to hear whip-poor-wills. 
One hour and eleven minutes from my 
office in time, thirty-seven miles in space, 
but a whole life-away in peace and hap- 
piness and rest, I have a little cabin in 
the heart of the barrens. 

Below me in the marsh, where the 
pitcher-plants bloom among the sweet- 
pepper and blueberry bushes, is a pitch- 
pine sapling bent almost’ into a circle. 
Sometimes my friends cut exploration 
paths through the bush or, in the winter, 
search for fire wood, but no one is ever 
allowed to touch that bent tree. There 
some spring night, as a little breeze, heavy 
with the scent of white azalea and creamy 
magnolia blossoms, sways me back and 
forth, from the bent tree showing dimly 
in the moonlight through the tree-trunks, 
the whip-poor-will perches _ himself, 
lengthwise always, and sings and sings. 
Through the dark rings his hurried 
stressed song, with the accent heavy on 
the first syl able. The singer is always 
afraid that some one may stop him be- 
fore he finishes, and he hurries and hur- 
riés with a little click between the triads. 

At exactly eight o'clock, and again 
at just two in the ‘morning, he sings there, 
Up in the mountains where we once found 
the whip-poor-will’s two lustrous eggs 
lying like great spotted pearls on a naked 
bed of leaves, he sings at eight, at ten, 
and at three. Some people dislike the 
song. ‘To me the wild, lonely voice of the 
unseen singer pealing out in the dark has 
a strange fascination. 


‘PHILADELPHIA. 


It was uncanny, 
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The Bible Cross Word Puzzle 





4% 


HE editors will be glad to consider cross word puzzles submitted by readers, if 
sent exclusively to The Sunday School Times, and if made to consist chiefly of 


words found in the Bible (it is doubtless impracticable to limit the words exclusively 


to the Bible). 


Puzzles rectangular in shape are preferred, and not too long or 


elaborate. Editorial payment will be made for all that are accepted, 
Manuscripts should be addressed to “Cross Word Puzzle Editor, The Sunday 


School Times, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia.” 


If their return is desired in case 


they are not accepted, a stamped and addressed return envelope should be enclosed. 
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The white spaces are to be filled with letters forming words that answer to the 


definitions given below. 
the white squares. 


The first letter of each word is indicated by a number in 
The number of white squares extending either to the right or 


down from any numbered square tells you the number of Ictters in the word.. Most 


of the words, but not necessarily all, are in the Bible. 
both directions, such words as you are sure of. 
other words that you do not know or are 


ACROSS 
1.—To save from sin 
6.—What spices were used for 
11.—Sinful 
12.—Serpent 
14.—The mother of gods 
1s.—Writing instrument 


16.—Part of a word in Deuteronomy 2:8 
18.—National Bible Institute (abbreviation) 


19.—Brother of Onan 
20.—Word in Leviticus 21 : 20 


Sxaties who rose with Korah against Moses 


23.—Three letters of “saint’ 
4— To sh (abbreviation) 
—To shade 
28.—What God cannot look upon 
30.—New Testament Book 
z —Result of Adam’s sin 
32.—A tree 
33.—Perceived 
small lizard 


ES translation saint (modern spelling) 


38.—South American city 
40.—Prefix meaning “before” 


41.-—Southwestern state (abbreviation) 


43-—Wor 
aaniee (abbreviation) 
47.—Used by Peter in his trade 


meaning ‘“‘magical” (Acts 19: 


19) 


49.—Taught in Malachi 3 regarding our pos- 


séssion 
s0.—Part of verb “to be” 
s1.—Village of Judah 
53-—W 
. to John 10 


hat Christ came to give us, according 


$4.—That which the unsaved do with Christ 
* —State of the unregenerate man i 


DOWN 
1—To forsake sin 
2.—Always 
3.—Noise 
pt primary name of God 
pL bony wilder 
6—An animal without feet 
7.—Else 
8—In His Name Gbbteriasion) 
9—A mount near Jericho 
1 —Corrupts 
aper-Whore God gave the law 
~A famous priest 


17.—Western state (abbreviation) 





It might be well to fill in, in 
These will give you hints as to 
uncertain about. 


20.—Pertaining to Satan 
21.—Gleaners 
23-—To scoff 
25.—Place 
27.—The 8th day after the “none” on the 
Roman calendar 
28.—Pronoun 
29.—An Israelite in whom was 
(abbreviation) 
33.—One away from God 
35.—The substance of things hoped for 
37.—State of one who hangs on a tree 
39-—Not in 
40.—Pew (obsolete) 
42.—Word in the writing. on the ania 
whee the blameless, are not accused of 
45.—A_son of Simeon 
46.—What we are in Christ 
48.—A diadem 
so.—A word used in Philippians 3 :8 
52.—The one for whom Christ died 
- —Initials of two disciples 


Answer to Last Week’s Puzzle 


“no guile” 
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A new Bible Cross Word Puzzle and the solution of this week’s were will be 
published in next week’s issue of The Sunday School Times. 
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Hotels of Dignity 
-In the Centre of New York 
Near All Transit Facilities 

















Hotel Wolcott 
4 West 3ilct St. (Off Sth Ave.) 


An hotel in which metropolitan smart- 

ness and home comfort are so blended 

as to charm the most exacting hotel 
patron. 


Roome from $2.00 Per Day 
With Bath from $3.00 Per Day 


Hotel Woodstock 


127 W. 43rd St. (Just east ef Broadway) 
A conservative hotel appealing to 
those who needs must be in the very 
heart of the re et Gesire | to stay in 

an hotel of quiet refinement. 
Rooms from $2.00 Per Day 
With Bath from $3.50 Per Day 


Hotel 
Great Northern 


118 West 57th Street 


Midway between sth Avenue and 

Broadway. Persons of discrimination 

will enjoy living at this delightfully fur- 

nished hotel. Near beautiful Central 

Park. City’s most select shops a block 
distant. 


Rooms with Bath from 
$3.50 Per Day 
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AGENTS WANTED: Menor women to solicit hos- 
iery orders. Liberal commission. Write, The Hosiery 
Shop, 740 E. Fulton Street, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


The Sunday Scyool Gines 


Philadelphia, May 30, 1925 











Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates P nage postage. 


$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a 
package to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 
$2. 00 One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $7.50. 
In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 


When the subscription rates for The Stn- 
day School Times for the United States were 
advanced a few years ago, the Canadian rates 
were not advanced, although United States 
publications in general have long been ac- 
customed to ask their Canadian subscribers 
to meet the extra cost of the higher periodi- 
cal postage rate charged by the Canadian 
Post Office on United States publications. 

On account of war and post-war conditions, 
and the adverse rate of exchange, the sub- 
scription rates of The Sunday School Times 
for Canada were maintained at the same fig- 
ure as the rates for the United States. 

But the postage on each Canadian annual 
subscription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage on 
a@ subscription delivered in the United States 
while the Company receives from Canadian 
subscribers only the same amount as that 
paid by United States subscribers. 

This extra postage amounts to such a con- 
siderable figure when multiplied by the thou- 
sands of Canadian subscriptions on our list 
that, in the light of these facts, we believe 
our Canadian friends will not wish us to con- 
tinue to assume the cost of this additional 
postage, which, however, is not a large 
amount for any one subscriber, or Sunday- 
school. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
now receivable at the present rate plus 2§ 
cents for postage. That is, the Canadian 
club subscription price becomes $1.75 a year, 
and the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the above rates plus 
so cents each for foreign postage. ‘That is: 
one copy, one year, $2.50; five or more copies, 
either to separate addresses or in a package 
to one address, $2 each per year. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 











Takes the place 
of pain and tears 


"THAT sturdy, active youngster will 


meet with many mishaps. 


Be ready, when pains comes, to give 
— soothing, healing relief. A few 
rops of Absorbine, ‘J after a cut, 


scratch, bruise or other playtime hurt, 
not only stops the pain but guards 
against ded infection. 


The double first aid ofa clean, powerful 
liniment anda safe antiseptic should be 
your relianceintimes of such emergen- 
cies. You have that—and much more 
—when Absorbine, Jr. is given a promi- 
nent place in the medicine cabinet. 


Atall druggists’, $1.25, or postpai 
Liberal rageire. a 10¢., seeped 


W. F. YOUNG, Inc. Springfield, Mass. 


y 7 Py 
J Absorbine J's 
| | 
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197 SELECTIONS—20c THE COPY 


Hymns of the Living Gospel, No. 3 


Nothing like it. Hymns for the Church—8o of them; 
spel songs—30 new and best known favorites; 
Invitation Hymns; Responsive Readings; wae 
rvices for Sabbath Schools Jrevered by Rev. E. H. 
NSALL, JR., Sup't Young People’s Division, Penn- 
sylvani State S. $. Association. High-grade but not 


expegsive, $15.00 the hundred. Send for returnable 
mople. 


“Mr. Superintendent ! 


Buy “ Magnificat”’ for your Sunday School and your 
*‘musical”’ troubles are at an end. The “ New 
Idea,” found = in ‘“‘Magnificat,”” the ‘‘ Orders of 
Worship,” complete with music, the 21 departments, 
the orchestration (rx instruments), and the unequalled 
collection of Songs, Hymns, and Special Selections, 
provide a storehouse of treasures. Send for a return- 
able copy and examine it. $30.00, $35.00, $40.00, 
$45.00, according to binding. 


BALL-MACK CO., 2ist_and Arch Sts,, Philadelphia 








Returnable examination 
copy sent on request. 
439, New York, N.Y, 


ANNUITY BONDS 


Full information will be forwarded with- 
out obligation. Write for booklet 16 A. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 


BIBLE HOUSE NEW YORK 
Yn 


91 Seventh Avenue 


Box No. 








VICTOR Portable 


STEREOPTICON 











BRONZE TABLETS 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Dept. 9), 556 W. 27th St., New York City. 


PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards,Collection Piates,etc. 


Globe Furniture Company, #2,fac* nates: 
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For Family Worship 


By the Director of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


“A Nation on-Its Knees” 


HE above is the title of a lengthy 

editorial plea for prayer published in 
the Christian Herald of New York late 
in March, and followed in successive is- 
sues by many similar appeals. The two- 
fold need of spiritual revival and moral 
cleansing is pointed out, and believers 
everywhere are asked to unite their 
prayers to this ‘end. A _ nation-wide 
“Christian Conscience Crusade” is sug- 
gested in which intercession shall have 
primary place, This is one of many re- 
cent evidences of a wide-spread deepen- 
ing conviction that nothing but a mighty 
revival can save America or the world 
from plunging to moral destruction. Shall 
not we of this department, and every 
reader of The Sunday School Times, 
join in earnest prayer that God himself 
may have full right of way through this 
new movement now being launched, and 
that he will bless it to the moral awaken- 
ing of the entire nation and ultimately to 
the salvation of multitudes of souls? | 


June 8 to 14 
Mon.—Acts 11 ; 19-26. The Church in Antioch. 


READING SuGGESTIONS: Re-read care- 
fully, at least twice. What is the chief 








| thought of each verse? From how many 
of the eight verses can some practical 
‘lesson be drawn? Does Saul’s unsought 
humble beginning as a junior pastor be- 
fore entering his larger ministry as a 


missionary suggest anything as a pres-_" 


ent-day example? 

PraYER ENCOURAGEMENT: Blessed in-' 
deed were some of the reports that came 
to this department concerning the “three 
days’ meetings” in April. Intercessors in 
all parts of the world were on their knees, 
new prayer circles have been formed, and 

' souls are being saved. Don’t forget July 
2 to 4, the next three days’ season. 


Tues.—Acts 11 : 27-30. A Ministering Church, 


READING SuGcEsTIons: Locate on the 
map all the places named in yesterday’s 
and to-day’s readings. Going back to 
verse 26, compare the last sentence with , 
the first clause of 2 Chronicles 7: 14. | 
Was this Saul’s first visit to Jerusalem 
since his conversion? If not, what was! 
the occasion of his previous visit there? | 
What would you regard as the chief les- 
' son of these four verses? | 

PRAYER ENCOURAGEMENT: An Indiana 
reader says: “I have seldom had the sate | 
isfaction that the three days’ meetings 
‘have afforded me. If Christians knew 
the blessing, it would be easy to get “300 | 
times 300° such meetings.” Make this a 
subject of prayer at the fqmily altar. | 


Wed.—Acts 13:1-3. A Missionary Church, | 


READING SUGGESTIONS: We saw yester- | 
day that the Antioch Church was a min- 
istering church, and to-day a missionary | 
church. Review this week’s readings | 
thus far, including to-day’s, and see if | 
you can enumerate at least five other | 
prominent characteristics of this remark- | 
able church. Which of the five would | 
you regard as the most important? 

Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for the 
thousands of students graduating this 
month, Pray that owr educational insti- 
tutions may become centers of spiritual 
as well as intellectual power. Remember 
in prayer Wheaton College, Wheaton, JIl., 
and all other colleges and «wniversities 
where Modernism is not taught. 
Thurs.—Acts 15 : 22-29. 

The Message from Jerusalem. 


READING SUGGESTIONS : Observe (chaps. 
13 and 14) that the first missionary jour- 
ney had been fully accomplished. Then, 
in order to get the setting of to-day’s , 
reading, read, if there is time, the entire | 
chapter, concertedly or in rotation. What 
is your impression of this Jerusalem mes- 








present-day. practical bearing? 


sage to the Antioch church? Has it any|‘? 


Prayer ReQguests (from Ccorrespond- 
ents): For an evangelist in a succession 
of difficult fields; a pastor passing through 
great trials; another pastor without a 
charge; a newly started Baptist church 
in Ohio; the healing of two in Minne- 
sota who are very ill; a discouraged pas- 
tor in the far West; a great nwmber of 
“unnamed” requests. “He knows it all,” 
Fri—Psalm 133. Harmony in the Church. 


But any “unity” or “harmony” which 
involves disloyalty to God, or the com- 
promise of principle, or any moral stulti- 
fication, is not of God. How “can two 
walk together, except they be agreed?” 
The nature of the lion must change be- 
fore the lion and the lamb can lie down 
together. The love of God is the unifying 
principle in Christians. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for Dr. 
R. A. Torrey’s union campaign now go- 
ing on in a South Carolina city; also for 
the summer conferences which he ad- 
dresses, June 28 to July 12 at Sulphur 
Springs, Ark.; July 20 to August 9-at 
Montrose, Pa.; and August 16 to 23 at 
Massenetta Springs, Va. Pray for all 
Bible, Missionary, Victorious Life, and 
other summer gatherings. 

Sat.—Psalm 122. Joy in the Church. 


What is it that makes “the house of 
the Lord” a place of spiritual rejoicing? 
Is it not primarily because it is a place 
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of holiness? A place where we meet 
God? A place where sin is dealt with 
and put away? A place of communion 
with God and with kindred human spirits ? 
Is all this what your church is? 
Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Cedar Lake (Ind.) Bible and other éon- 
ferences, from Jul 
Pray for the-spectal summer terms of 
various Bible training schools. Pray for 
all Saturday night prayer-meetings. Re- 
member to-morrow’s services im ‘Your 
church and Sunday-school. Pray for the 
young people in your church. 


Sun.—Isaiah 12. A Song of Thanksgiving. 


.Scofield’s chapter title is better, “The 
worship of the kingdom”; for this chap- 
ter continues the description of the Da- 
vidic or millennial kingdom begun in 
chapter 11: The long, long night of sin 
is over at last; and righteousness and 
joy, for the two go together, prevail 
everywhere throughout the earth. 

_PratsE Succestions: For the rising 
tide of revival; for the deepening inter- 
est in God’s people, Israel; for the re- 
establishment of the family altar in many 
homes; for-spiritual awakenings in many 
sections throughout the world, Reports 
of largely attended all-day and all-night 
meetings in Australia, New Zealand, and 
other places bring great joy to the hearts 
of believers. 





named below. 


Des Moines, lowa, June 14-21. 
Eagles Mere, Pa., July 11-20. 
~ Cedar Lake, Ind., July 19-August 2. 


George E. Guille, Harold Paul Sloan, 





Summer Attractions 
UNDER AUSPICES OF THE MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 


Christians wishing to take their vacations where they can build up both 
spiritually will do well to secure the ‘‘Summer Attractions’ bulletin of The 
Bible Institute which illustrates and gives details concerning the eight attractions 


hysically and 
oody 


Special Summer Course at the Institute, July 7-31 


Hendersonville, N. C., aay - eat 9 


Montrose . Ministerial Institute at Montrose, Pa., 


The list of speakers contains the names of such noted Christian-leaders as James M. 

Gray, John McNeill, Wm. P. White, R. A. Torrey, Henry ed 

. A, Sutherland, Thornton Wh 

oe C. E. Hurlburt, Pastor (D. H.) Dolman, J. Richie Smith, C, H. 
. S. Keyser, Louis Entzminger, H. A. Ironside. 


Ocean City, N. J., August 


Colorado Springs, Colo., August 16-36. 
July 20-30. 


C. Massee, 
aling, J: E, 
oolston, 


To secure the illustrated bulletin mentioned above address The Moody Bible Institute, Box S, 153 
Institute Place, Chicago, Ill., and mention which attraction you are particularly interested in: 


I to September 1.5 


oo 
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HEAR US ON THE RADIO. KEN FREQUENT BROADCASTING — WPG, 
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(HALFONTE-HADDON HALL 
ATLANTIC CITY 


CHALFONTE now has beautiful new Arcade Entrance on the Board- 
walk and additional ocean deck. HADDON HALL has new parlor and 
lobby floors and 110 beautiful new guest rooms.... We hope that you 
will soon inspect these new features representing our latest effort for 
pleasure and comfort of our guests. American Plan only; always open. 


LEEDS and LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 















are usedin thousands of schools, 
churches and hospitals. This line 
of lanterns, for slides andopaque 
objects—for projection in day- 
light as well as in the dark —is 
the most complete in the world: 


Write for Catalog 


Banech & Lomb Optical Co., 720 St. Paul St., Rechester, N. ¥. 
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